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(54) Exhaust purifying method and apparatus for an internal combustion engine 



(57) An exhaust purifying method and apparatus of 
an internal combustion engine is provided with an ex- 
haust switch valve (71) for switching a flow of exhaust 
gas flowing into an exhaust filter (22). By switching the 
exhaust switch valve (71), the exhaust gas is fed from 
one side and the other side of the filter (71 ), thereby stir- 
ring the soot (particulates) In the exhaust gas deposited 
on the filter having a NOx absorbent and an active-ox- 



ygen discharging agent supported thereon. Thus, the 
soot in the exhaust gas is continuously burned. Moreo- 
ver, the switching of the exhaust switch valve and the 
rich spike are inhibited from being conducted simulta- 
neously. In the case where the rich spike is conducted 
in order to discharge and reduce NOx absorbed In the 
NOx absorbent, the exhaust gas containing a large 
amount of HC and CO can be prevented from being dis- 
charged into the atmosphere without being purified. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

[0001] The invention relates to an exhaust purifying 
method and apparatus of an internal combustion en- 
gine. More particularly, the invention relates to an ex- 
haust purifying method and apparatus capable of 
switching an exhaust gas flow such that the exhaust gas 
flows through a filter of the purifying apparatus alternate- 
ly from the exhaust upstream side and exhaust down- 
stream side. 

2. Description of Related Art 

[0002] In diesel engines, a particulate filter is provided 
In an exhaust passage of the engine in order to remove 
particulates such as soot contained in the exhaust gas. 
The particulates in the exhaust gas are temporarily 
trapped on the particulate filter and then ignited and 
burned so as to restore the particulate fitter However, 
the particulates trapped on the particulate filter are not 
ignited at a high temperature of about 600**C or more, 
although the exhaust gas temperature of the diesel en- 
gine Is normally considerably lower than 600°C. Accord- 
ingly^ it is difficult to ignite the particulates trapped on 
the particulate filter with the exhaust gas heat. In order 
to ignite the particulates trapped on the particulate filter 
with the exhaust gas heat, it is necessary to enable the 
particulates to be ignited at a low temperature. 
[0003] It is known that a particulate filter having a cat- 
alyst supported thereon can reduce the ignition temper- 
ature of the particulates. A variety of particulate filters 
are known which have a catalyst supported thereon in 
order to reduce the ignition temperature of the particu- 
lates. 

[0004] For example, Japanese Patent Publication No. 
HEI 7-1 06290 discloses a particulate filter having a mix- 
ture of a platinum group metal and an alkaline earth met- 
al oxide supported thereon. In this particulate filter, par- 
ticulates are ignited at a relatively low temperature of 
approximately 350^0 to 400''C, and then burned contin- 
uously. 

[0005] In diesel engines, the exhaust gas temperature 
reaches 350°C to 400**C under a high load. Accordingly, 
in the aforementioned particulate filter, the particulates 
can seemingly be ignited and bumed with the exhaust 
gas heat under a high load. Actually, however, the par- 
ticulates are not always Ignited even when the exhaust 
gas temperature reaches 350°C to 400''C. Moreover, 
even if the particulates are ignited, only a part of the par- 
ticulates is bumed, and a large amount of particulates 
is left unburned. 

[0006] In other words, if the exhaust gas contains a 
small amount of particulates, the amount of particulates 
that adhere to the particulate filter is small. In such a 



case, the particulates on the particulate filter are ignited 
when the exhaust gas temperature reaches 350**C to 
400°C, and then bumed continuously. 
[0007] However, if the exhaust gas contains a large 

5 amount of particulates, additional particulates are de- 
posited on the particulates adhering to the particulate 
filter before the latter particulates have been bumed 
completely. As a result, the particulates are deposited 
on the particulate filter in a laminated manner. In such 

10 a case, a part of the particulates that is likely to be in 
contact with oxygen Is bumed, but the remaining partic- 
ulates that are less likely to be In contact with oxygen 
are not bumed, and a large amount of particulates are 
left unburned. Therefore, when the exhaust gas con- 

15 tains a large amount of particulates, a large amount of 
particulates continues to be deposited on the particulate 
filter. 

[0008] If a large amount of particulates is deposited 
on the particulate filter, these deposited particulates 
20 gradually become less likely to be ignited and burned. 
The reason for this is considered because, while the par- 
ticulates are being deposited, carbon in the particulates 
changes to a substance that is less likely to be bumed, 
such as graphite or the like. Actually, if a large amount 
25 of particulates is continuously deposited on the particu- 
late filter, the deposited particulates are not ignited at a 
low temperature of 350**C to 400°C. A high temperature 
of 600''C or more is required in order to ignite the de- 
posited particulates. In diesel engines, however, the ex- 
30 haust gas temperature does not normally reach a high 
temperature of 600''C or more. Accordingly, If a large 
amount of particulates is continuously deposited on the 
particulate filter, it becomes difficult to ignite the depos- 
ited particulates with the exhaust gas heat. 
35 [0009] Moreover, when the deposited particles are 
burned, ashes, i.e., the matter left after the particulates 
have been bumed, agglomerate Into a large mass, re- 
sulting in clogging of the pores in the particulate filter. 
The number of clogged pores is gradually increased 
40 with time, so that pressure loss of the exhaust gas flow 
in the particulate filter is gradually increased. As the 
pressure loss of the exhaust gas flow is increased, the 
engine output is reduced, which also necessitates early 
replacement of the particulate filter with a new one. 
45 [0010] Thus, once a large amount of particulates has 
been deposited in a laminated manner, this causes var- 
ious problems as described above. Therefore, it is nec- 
essary to prevent a large amount of particulates from 
being deposited in a laminated manner, in view of the 
50 balance between the amount of particulates contained 
in the exhaust gas and the amount of particulates that 
can be bumed on the particulate filter. 
[0011] The aforementioned problems cannot be 
avoided by such a continuous combustion process that 
55 a conventional exhaust purifying filter having a catalyst 
thereon is merely provided in an exhaust pipe and that 
exhaust purification relies on the operation state of the 
intemal combustion engine. 
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[0012] Therefore, by enabling an exhaust gas flow to 
be switched such that the exhaust gas flows through a 
filter of a purifying apparatus alternately from the ex- 
haust upstream side and downstream side in order to 
enable continuous combustion of the particulates as 
much as possible, the particulates are deposited on both 
sides of the filter, whereby the particulate deposition 
amount per unit area can be reduced. Moreover, switch- 
ing of the exhaust gas flow enables the depositing par- 
ticles to be stirred and scattered. Furthemiore, if a NOx 
absorbent is provided for a filter base material, NOx In 
the exhaust gas can also be purified. 
[0013] In the case where the NOx absorbent Is pro- 
vided for the filter base material in order to simultane- 
ously purify NOx, exhaust gas at a rich air-fuel ratio must 
be intermittently fed to the filter (this is called "rich 
spike") so as to discharge NOx from the NOx absorbent 
for reduction. This is because of limited NOx-absorbIng 
ability of the NOx absorbent. On the other hand, in order 
to switch the direction of the exhaust gas flowing through 
the filter as described above for the purpose of facilitat- 
ing continuous combustion of the particulates, a switch 
valve must be provided within the exhaust pipe. How- 
ever, the structure of the switch valve necessitates the 
exhaust gas to bypass the filter during switching of the 
exhaust gas flow. 

[0014] Accordingly, In the case where the timing of 
conducting the rich spike matches the timing of switch- 
ing the exhaust gas flow by the switch valve, the exhaust 
gas at a rich air-fuel ratio and containing a large amount 
of reducing agent may possibly be discharged without 
passing through the filter. 

[001 5] In the case of using the exhaust purifying filter 
having the NOx absorbent at the filter base material in 
order to simultaneously remove the particulates and pu- 
rify NOx, a system for feeding the exhaust gas so as to 
bypass the filter is possible in order to prevent the par- 
ticulates from being deposited on the filter in a preset 
amount or more when the particulate oxidation capabil- 
ity of the filter Is not enough, or may possibly be degrad- 
ed due to a low temperature of the exhaust gas (e.g., 
during decelerating operation). 

[0016] Even in such a system, if the rich spike for pu- 
rifying NOx is conducted while the exhaust gas is being 
fed so as to bypass the filter, the exhaust gas at a rich 
air-fuel ratio and containing a large amount of reducing 
agent Is discharged without passing through the filter. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[001 7] The invention is made in view of the above, and 
it Is an object of the Invention to prevent, In an exhaust 
purifying method and apparatus provided with a filter 
having a NOx absorbent, exhaust gas containing a large 
amount of reducing agent required to discharge NOx 
from the NOx absorbent from being discharged untreat- 
ed. 

[0018] It Is another object of the invention to provide 



an exhaust purifying method and apparatus of an inter- 
nal combustion engine capable of preventing, while un- 
burned fuel is being supplied to a filter in order to im- 
prove the particulate oxidation removal capability of the 
5 filter, the unburned fuel from bypassing the filter and 
thus being discharged to the outside of the vehicle with- 
out being supplied to the fitter. 

[0019] It is a further object of the invention to provide 
an exhaust purifying method and apparatus of an inter- 
nal combustion engine capable of preventing, while ex- 
haust gas at a relatively small air-fuel ratio and contain- 
ing HO, CO, unburned fuel and the like is flowing, the 
exhaust gas from being discharged into the atmosphere 
without passing through a particulate filter. 
[0020] An exhaust purifying method and apparatus of 
an internal combustion engine in a first aspect of the 
invention Includes: a filter having a NOx absorbent and 
an active-oxygen discharging agent supported thereon, 
and capable of temporarily trapping particulates con- 
tained in exhaust gas, the NOx absorbent absorbing 
NOx when the exhaust gas flowing therein has a lean 
air-fuel ratio and discharging the absorbed NOx when 
an oxygen concentration In the exhaust gas flowing 
therein is reduced, the active-oxygen discharging agent 
facilitating oxidation of the particulates; a valve having 
a switching operation capable of alternately switching 
between a first flow for feeding the exhaust gas from 
one side of the filter and a second flow for feeding the 
exhaust gas from the other side of the filer, the exhaust 
gas flowing so as to bypass the filter during the switch- 
ing; a controller that inhibits simultaneous control of an 
air-fuel ratio operation of the exhaust gas flowing into 
the filter to a theoretical or rich air-fuel ratio so as to dis- 
charge NOx from the NOx absorbent supported on the 
filter, and the switching operation of the valve. 
[0021] In the first aspect, the controller inhibits the air- 
fuel ratio operation and the switching operation of the 
valve from being conducted simultaneously. Therefore, 
the exhaust gas Is controlled to the theoretical or rich 
air-fuel ratio In order to discharge NOx from the NOx 
absorbent is prevented from being discharged untreat- 
ed without passing through the filter. 
[0022] In the first aspect, the switching operation of 
the valve can be normally conducted in every deceler- 
ating operation, at predetermined time Intervals, at eve- 
ry predetermined running distance or the like, and is not 
particulariy limited. In the first aspect, the valve may be 
composed of a switch valve capable of switching a flow 
direction of the exhaust gas in the filter between fonn/ard 
and reverse directions. 

[0023] A second aspect of the Invention includes: a 
filter for temporarily trapping particulates contained In 
exhaust gas and removing the particulates by oxidation; 
a valve having a switching operation capable of alter- 
nately switching between a first flow for feeding the ex- 
haust gas from one side of the filter and a second flow 
for feeding the exhaust gas from the other side of the 
filer, the exhaust gas flowing so as to bypass the filter 
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during the switching; a controller that controls supplying 
unburned fuel to the filter while simultaneously inhibiting 
the switching operation of the valve from being conduct- 
ed. 

[0024] In the second aspect, the unburned fuel is sup- 
plied to the filter. As a result, the unburned filter is also 
oxidized on the filter, so that the filter temperature rises. 
By switching the exhaust gas flow at this time, oxidation 
heat is prevented from leaving the filter, so that the filter 
temperature further rises. Such rise in filter temperature 
improves the particulate oxidation removal capability of 
the filter. Accordingly, it is preferable to supply the un- 
bumed fuel to the filter at a predetermined timing. How- 
ever, if the unburned fuel supply and the switching op- 
eration of the valve are conducted simultaneously, the 
unburned fuel bypasses the filter so as to be discharged 
to the outside of the vehicle. By providing the controller 
for inhibiting the unbumed fuel supply and the switching 
operation of the valve from being conducted simultane- 
ously, the unbumed fuel being supplied to the filter can 
be prevented from bypassing the filter and thus being 
discharged to the outside of the vehicle without being 
supplied to the filter. 

[0025] A third aspect of the invention includes: a filter 
having a NOx absorbent and an active-oxygen dis- 
charging agent supported thereon, and capable of tem- 
porarily trapping particulates contained in exhaust gas, 
the NOx absorbent absorbing NOx when the exhaust 
gas flowing therein has a lean air-fuel ratio and discharg- 
ing the absorbed NOx when an oxygen concentration in 
the exhaust gas flowing therein is reduced, the active- 
oxygen discharging agent facilitating oxidation of the 
particulates; a controller that provides simultaneous 
control of an air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas flowing into 
the filter to a theoretical or rich air-fuel ratio so as to dis- 
charge NOx from the NOx absorbent supported on the 
filter; a valve that normally feeds the exhaust gas to the 
filter, but feeding the exhaust gas so as to bypass the 
filter when particulate oxidation capability of the filter is 
lower than, or may become lower than, a predetermined 
level; and a bypass operation that inhibits, even if the 
particulate oxidation capability of the filter is lower than 
the predetermined level, the valve from feeding the ex- 
haust gas so as to bypass the filter, when the controller 
conducts the air-fuel ratio so as to discharge NOx from 
the NOx absoriaent supported on the filter. 
[0026] In the third aspect, in principle, the valve feeds 
the exhaust gas so as to bypass the filter, if the partic- 
ulate oxidation capability of the filter is lower than the 
predetermined level. Therefore, the particulates can be 
prevented from being deposited on the filter in a preset 
amount or more. However, in the case where NOx is to 
be discharged from the NOx absorbent, the bypass op- 
eration inhibits the exhaust gas from bypassing the filter 
and thus ensures that the exhaust gas flows into the fil- 
ter, even if the particulate oxidation capability of the filter 
is lower than the predetemnined level. Therefore, the ex- 
haust gas is controlled to the theoretical or rich air-fuel 



ratio in order to discharge NOx from the NOx absorbent 
is prevented from being discharged untreated without 
passing through the filter. 

[0027] The third aspect may have a function to nor- 
5 mally feed the exhaust gas to the filter, but to feed the 
exhaust gas so as to bypass the filter when the particu- 
late oxidation capability of the filter is lower than, or may 
become lower than, a predetermined level. 
[0028] In the third aspect, "when the oxidation capa- 
^0 bility of the filter is tower than the predetermined level" 
may be, for example, during load-reducing operation of 
the engine (during vehicle decelerating operation in the 
case of an intemal combustion engine for driving the ve- 
hicle). 

^5 [0029] A fourth aspect of the invention is an exhaust 
purifying method and apparatus of an intemal combus- 
tion engine, wherein a particulate filter for trapping par- 
ticulates contained in exhaust gas discharged from a 
combustion chamber is provided in an exhaust passage 
of the engine, so that the particulates contained in the 
exhaust gas are trapped when the exhaust gas passes 
through a wail of the particulate filter. The particulate fil- 
ter is capable of oxidizing the particulates temporarily 
trapped thereon. The exhaust purifying method and ap- 
paratus is further provided with a valve that inverts a 
flow of the exhaust gas passing through the wall of the 
particulate filter. The valve has a bypass mode for caus- 
ing the exhaust gas to bypass the particulate filter with- 
out flowing therein. While a first exhaust gas at a rela- 
tively small air-fuel ratio is flowing, the valve is inhibited 
from being rendered in the bypass mode. While a sec- 
ond exhaust gas at a relatively large air-fuel ratio is flow- 
ing, the valve is allowed to be rendered in the bypass 
mode. 

[0030] In the fourth aspect, while the first exhaust gas 
at a relatively small air-fuel ratio is flowing, the valve that 
inverts the flow of the exhaust gas passing through the 
wall of the particulate filter is inhibited from being ren- 
dered in the bypass mode. In other words, while the first 
exhaust gas at a relatively small air-fuel ratio is flowing, 
the exhaust gas is inhibited from bypassing the particu- 
late filter without flowing therein. Accordingly, while the 
exhaust gas at a relatively small air-fuel ratio and con- 
taining HC, CO, unburned fuel and the like is flowing, 
the exhaust gas can be prevented from bypassing the 
particulate filter and thus being discharged into the at- 
mosphere without passing through the particulate filter. 
[0031] In a fifth aspect of the invention, if the exhaust 
gas discharged from the combustion chamber is flowing 
during low-temperature combustion in which a temper- 
ature of fuel and its surrounding gas in the combustion 
chamber becomes lower than a soot producing temper- 
ature and the soot is hardly generated, the valve is in- 
hibited from being rendered in the bypass mode. The 
low-temperature combustion is conducted when SOx 
poisoning is to be restored, when NOx is to be dis- 
charged, or during low and medium load operation of 
the engine. Therefore, in the case where the exhaust 
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gas containing HC, CO, unbumed fuel and the like that 
is discharged from the combustion chamber is flowing 
during the low-temperature combustion conducted 
when SOx poisoning is to be restored, when NOx is to 
be discharged, or during the low and medium load op- 5 
eration of the engine, the exhaust gas can be prevented 
from bypassing the particulate filter and thus being dis- 
charged Into the atmosphere without passing thorough 
the particulate filter. 

[0032] A sixth aspect of the invention is an exhaust 
purifying method and apparatus of an internal combus- 
tion engine, wherein a particulate filter for trapping par- 
ticulates contained in the exhaust gas discharged from 
a combustion chamber is provided in an exhaust pas- 
sage of the engine, so that the particulates contained in 
the exhaust gas are trapped when the exhaust gas 
passes through a wall of the particulate filter. The par- 
ticulate filter is capable of oxidizing the particulates tem- 
porarily trapped thereon. A NOx absorbent for absorb- 
ing NOx in a lean range and discharging NOx in a stoi- 
chiometric or rich range is supported on the particulate 
filter. The exhaust purifying method and apparatus is fur- 
ther provided with a valve that inverts a flow of the ex- 
haust gas passing through the wall of the particulate fil- 
ter. The valve has a bypass mode for causing the ex- 
haust gas to bypass the particulate filter without flowing 
therein. Normally, the valve is rendered in the bypass 
mode when particulate oxidation capability of the partic- 
ulate filter Is lower than a predetermined level. However, 
In the case where NOx Is to be discharged from the NOx 
absorbent, the valve is inhibited from being rendered in 
the bypass mode, even if the particulate oxidation ca- 
pability of the particulate filter is lower than the prede- 
temnined level. 

[0033] In the sixth aspect, the valve is normally ren- 
dered in the bypass mode when the particulate oxidation 
capability of the particulate filter is lower than the pre- 
determined level, e.g., during decelerating operation of 
the engine. However, in the case where NOx is to be 
discharged from the NOx absorbent, the valve Is inhib- 
ited from being rendered in the bypass mode, even if 
the particulate oxidation capability of the particulate filter 
is lower than the predetermined level. Therefore, nor- 
mally, when the particulate oxidation capability of the 
particulate filter Is lower than the predetermined level, 
increase in deposition amount of the particulates on the 
particulate filter can be suppressed that results from the 
fact that the exhaust gas possibly containing particu- 
lates passes through the particulate filter. In addition, in 
the case where NOx is to be discharged from the NOx 
absorbent, the exhaust gas containing HC, CO, un- 
bumed fuel and the like in order to discharge NOx from 
the NOx absorbent can be prevented from bypassing 
the particulate filter and thus being directly discharged 
into the atmosphere. 

[0034] The aspects of the invention are not limited to 
the exhaust purifying method and apparatuses of the in- 
ternal combustion engine as described above. Other as- 



pects of the invention include, for example, a vehicle 
provided with the exhaust purifying apparatus of the in- 
vention, and a method for purifying the exhaust gas dis- 
charged from the combustion chamber of the intemal 
combustion engine. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



[0035] 

10 

Fig. 1 is a general view of an intemal combustion 
engine. 

Fig. 2A is a diagram showing required torque of the 
engine. 

15 Fig. 2B is a map of the stepping amount L of the 
accelerator pedal and the engine speed N. 
Fig. 3 is a top view of an exhaust purifying appara- 
tus. 

Fig. 4 is a front view of the exhaust purifying appa- 
20 ratus; 

Fig. 5 A is an illustrative view showing the state 
where particulates are deposited on a filter base 
material. 

Fig. 5B is an illustrative view showing the state 
25 where the particulates are stirred by forward and re- 
verse exhaust gas flows. 
Fig. 6A is a diagram showing a particulate filter. 
Fig. 6B is a cross sectional side view of the partic- 
ulate filter. 

30 Fig. 7A is a diagram showing particulate oxidation. 
Fig. 7B is a diagram showing particulate oxidation. 
Fig. 8 A is a diagram showing particulate deposition. 
Fig. 8B is a diagram showing a remaining particu- 
late portion. 

35 Fig. 8C Is a diagram showing another particulate 
deposited on the remaining particulate portion. 
Fig. 9 is a diagram showing the relation between an 
oxidation removable particulate amount and a tem- 
perature of the particulate filter. 
40 Fig. 1 0A Is a diagram showing NOx purification. 
Fig. 1 0B is a diagram showing NOx purification. 
Fig. 11 is a flowchart illustrating exhaust-gas-flow 
switching control according to a first embodiment. 
Fig. 12 is a flowchart Illustrating exhaust-gas-flow 
45 switching control according to a second embodi- 
ment. 

Fig. 13 is a flowchart illustrating exhaust-gas-flow 
switching control according to a third embodiment. 
Fig. 14 is a flowchart illustrating a method for con- 
50 trolling operation of the exhaust purifying apparatus 
of the Internal combustion engine according to a 
fourth embodiment. 

Fig. 15 Is a diagram showing a smoke generation 
amount. 

55 Fig. 16A is a diagram showing a gas temperature 
in a combustion chamber and the like. 
Fig. 16B is a diagram showing a gas temperature 
in a combustion chamber 
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Fig. 17 is a diagram showing operation regions I' 
and ir. 

Fig. 18 is a diagram showing an air-fuel ratio A/F. 
Fig. 19 is a diagram showing a change in throttle 
valve opening and the tike. 
Fig. 20 is a flowchart illustrating a method for con- 
trolling operation of the exhaust purifying apparatus 
of the internal combustion engine according to a 
sixth embodiment. 

Fig. 21 is a flowchart illustrating a method for con- 
trolling operation of the exhaust purifying apparatus 
of the internal combustion engine according to a 
eighth embodiment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0036] First, an exhaust purifying method and appa- 
ratus of an internal combustion engine according to a 
first embodiment of the invention will be described with 
reference to Figs. 1 to 11 . 

[0037] Fig. 1 shows the case where the invention is 
applied to a compressiori-rgnition Internal combustion 
engine for a vehicle. Note that the invention may also 
be applied to a spark- Ignition Internal combustion en- 
gine. 

[0038] Referring to Fig. 1 , the internal combustion en- 
gine is provided with an engine body 1 , a cylinder block 
2, a cylinder head 3, a piston 4, a combustion chamber 
5, an electrically controlled fuel injection valve 6, an in- 
take valve 7, an intake port 8, an exhaust valve 9, and 
an exhaust port 10. The Intake port 8 is coupled to a 
surge tank 12 through a corresponding intake branch 
pipe 11 . The surge tank 12 is coupled to a compressor 
1 5 of an exhaust turbocharger 1 4 through an intake duct 
13. A throttle valve 17 driven by a step motor 16 is pro- 
vided within the Intake duct 1 3. A cooling apparatus 1 8 
for cooling the Intake air flowing through the intake duct 
1 3 is provided around the intake duct 1 3. In the embod- 
iment shown in Fig. 1 , engine cooling water is introduced 
into the cooling apparatus 1 8 so as to cool the intake 
air. On the other hand, the exhaust port 1 0 Is coupled to 
an exhaust turbine 21 of the exhaust turbocharger 14 
through an exhaust manifold 1 9 and an exhaust pipe 20. 
An outlet of the exhaust port 21 is coupled to an exhaust 
purifying apparatus having a casing 23 accommodating 
a particulate filter 22. 

[0039] The exhaust manifold 19 and the surge tank 
12 are coupled to each other through an exhaust gas 
recirculation (EGR) passage 24. An electrically control- 
led EGR control valve 25 is provided in the EGR pas- 
sage 24. A cooling apparatus 26 for cooling EGR gas 
flowing through the EGR passage 24 is provided around 
the EGR passage 24. In the embodiment shown in Fig. 
1 , engine cooling water is introduced into the cooling ap- 
paratus 26 so as to cool the EGR gas. Each fuel injection 
valve 6 is coupled to a fuel reservoir, a so-called com- 
mon rail 27, through a corresponding fuel supply pipe 



6a. Fuel is supplied into the common rail 27 from an 
electrically controlled fuel pump 28 having a variable 
discharge amount. The fuel supplied into the common 
rail 27 is supplied to the fuel injection valves 6 through 
5 the respective fuel supply pipes 6a. A fuel pressure sen- 
sor 29 for detecting a fuel pressure within the common 
rail 27 is mounted to the common rail 27. The discharge 
amount of the fuel pump 28 is controlled such that the 
fuel pressure within the common rail 27 reaches a target 
fuel pressure, based on an output signal of the fuel pres- 
sure sensor 29. 

[0040] An electronic control unit (ECU) 30 is com- 
posed of a digital computer, and includes a ROM (Read 
Only Memory) 32, a RAM (Random Access Memory) 
33, a CPU (microprocessor) 34, an input port 35 and an 
output port 36, which are connected to each other 
through a bi-directional bus 31 . The output signal of the 
fuel pressure sensor 29 is input to the input port 35 
through a corresponding A/D converter 37. A tempera- 
ture sensor 39 for detecting a temperature of the partic- 
ulate filter 22 Is mounted to the particulate filter 22. An 
output signal of the temperature sensor 39 is input to 
the input port 35 through a corresponding A/D converter 
37. A load sensor 41 for generating an output voltage 
proportional to the stepping amount L of an accelerator 
pedal 40 is connected to the accelerator pedal 40, and 
an output voltage of the load sensor 41 is input to the 
input port 35 through a corresponding A/D converter 37. 
Moreover, a crank angle sensor 42 for generating an 
output pulse every time a crankshaft rotates by, e.g., 30*" 
is connected to the input port 35. The output port 36 is 
connected through corresponding driving circuits 38 to 
the fuel injection valves 6, step motor 16 for driving the 
throttle valve, EGR control valve 25, fuel pump 28, and 
actuator 72 that will be described later. 
[0041] In the Illustrated embodiment, the controller 
(the ECU 30) Is Implemented as a programmed general 
purpose electronic control unit. It will be appreciated by 
those skilled in the art that the controller can be imple- 
mented using a single special purpose Integrated circuit 
(e.g., ASIC) having a main or central processor section 
for overall, system-level control, and separate sections 
dedicated to performing various different specific com- 
putations, functions and other processes under control 
of the central processor section. The controller can be 
a plurality of separate dedicated or programmable inte- 
grated or other electronic circuits or devices (e.g., hard- 
wired electronic or logic circuits such as discrete ele- 
ment circuits, or programmable logic devices such as 
PLDs, PLAs, PALs or the like). The controller can be 
implemented using a suitably programmed general pur- 
pose computer, e.g., a microprocessor, microcontroller 
or other processor device (CPU or MPU), either alone 
or in conjunction with one or more peripheral (e.g.. Inte- 
grated circuit) data and signal processing devices. In 
general, any device or assembly of devices on which a 
finite state machine capable of implementing the proce- 
dures described herein can be used as the controller. A 
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distributed processing architecture can be used for max- 
imum data/signal processing capability and speed. 
[0042] Fig. 2A shows the relation between required 
torque TQ, stepping amount L of the accelerator pedal 
40 and engine speed N. Note that, in Fig. 2A, each curve 
represents an equal torque curve. The curs/e shown by 
TQ = 0 indicates that the torque is zero. In the remaining 
cun/es, the required torque is sequentially Increased in 
the order of TQ = a, TQ = b, TQ = c, and TQ = d. The 
required torque TQ shown in Fig. 2A is pre-stored in the 
ROM 32 as a function of the stepping amount L of the 
accelerator pedal 40 and the engine speed N in the form 
of a map as shown in Fig. 2B. In the embodiment of the 
invention, the required torque TQ according to the step- 
ping amount L of the accelerator pedal 40 and the en- 
gine speed N is calculated from the map shown in Fig. 
2B, and the fuel injection amount or the like is calculated 
based on the calculated required torque TQ. 
[0043] As shown in Figs. 1 , 3 and 4, in the exhaust 
purifying apparatus, an exhaust pipe 70 is connected to 
the outlet of the exhaust turbine 21 . The exhaust pipe 
70 branches into first and second exhaust passages 76 
and 77 that respectively connect to one and the other of 
the surfaces of the particulate filter 22 accommodated 
in the casing 23. Moreover, the exhaust pipe 70 is pro- 
vided with a bypass passage 73 that causes the exhaust 
gas to be directly discharged from the branch point of 
the first and second exhaust passages 76 and 77 with- 
out passing through the particulate filter 22. 
[0044] An exhaust switch valve 71 is provided at the 
branch point of the first and second exhaust passages 
76 and 77. The exhaust switch valve 71 is driven by the 
actuator 72 so as to alternately switch to a first flow (for- 
ward flow) and a second flow (reverse flow) by selecting 
the first exhaust passage 76 and the second exhaust 
passage 77, respectively. In the first flow, the exhaust 
gas is fed from one side of the filter 22. In the second 
flow, the exhaust gas is fed from the other side of the 
filter 22. 

[0045] The casing 23 accommodating the filter 22 is 
located directly above the exhaust pipe 70 forming the 
bypass passage 73, and the first and second exhaust 
passages 76 and 77 branched from the exhaust pipe 70 
are respectively connected to both sides of the casing 
23. Provided that the direction in which the exhaust gas 
passes through the filter 22 within the casing 23 as 
shown by the solid and dashed arrows in Fig. 3 is the 
length direction of the filter 22, the filter 22 is longer in 
the width direction perpendicular to the length direction 
than in the length direction. Such a structure enables 
reduction in the space within the vehicle for mounting 
the exhaust purifying apparatus that is composed of the 
casing 23 accommodating the filter 22. 
[0046] The actuator 72 is driven by control means 75 
implemented on the CPU 34 of the electronic control unit 
30, and is driven by a control signal from the output port 
36. Moreover, the actuator 72 is driven by a negative 
pressure resulting from driving of the internal combus- 



tion engine. When no negative pressure is applied to the 
actuator 72, the valve body is controlled to a position for 
selecting the first exhaust passage 76 (forward flow po- 
sition). When a first negative pressure is applied to the 
5 actuator 72, the valve body is controlled to a neutral po- 
sition. When a second negative pressure that is higher 
than the first negative pressure is applied to the actuator 
72, the valve body is controlled to a position for selecting 
the second exhaust passage 77 (reverse flow position). 
[0047] When the valve body is located at the forward 
flow position shown by the dashed line in Fig. 3, the ex- 
haust switch valve 71 connects the exhaust pipe 70 to 
the first exhaust passage 76 as well as connects the 
second exhaust passage 77 to the bypass passage 73, 
Therefore, the exhaust gas sequentially flows through 
the exhaust pipe 70, first exhaust passage 76, filter 22, 
second exhaust passage 77 and bypass passage 73 In 
this order so as to be discharged into the atmosphere. 
[0048] When the valve body is located at the reverse 
flow position shown by the solid line in Fig. 3, the ex- 
haust switch valve 71 connects the exhaust pipe 70 to 
the second exhaust passage 77 as well as connects the 
first exhaust passage 76 to the bypass passage 73. 
Therefore, the exhaust gas sequentially flows through 
the exhaust pipe 70, second exhaust passage 77, filter 
22, first exhaust passage 76 and bypass passage 73 in 
this order so as to be discharged into the atmosphere. 
[0049] When the valve body is located at the neutral 
position that is in parallel with the axis of the exhaust 
pipe 70 as shown by the chain line in Fig. 3, the exhaust 
switch valve 71 connects the exhaust pipe 70 directly to 
the bypass passage 73. Therefore, the exhaust gas 
flows from the exhaust pipe 70 into the bypass passage 
73 without passing through the filter 22, and then is dis- 
charged to the atmosphere. 

[0050] By switching the valve body so as to repeatedly 
produce the forward and reverse flows, particulates 
such as soot actively move within the base material of 
the filter 22. Therefore, oxidation of the particulates is 
facilitated, whereby the particulates can be removed ef- 
ficiently. 

[0051] Fig. 5A is an explanatory view showing the 
case where the exhaust gas is fed to the filter 22 only 
from one direction. The particulates are accumulated 
only on one surface of the filter in an immovable manner. 
This not only causes increased pressure loss of the ex- 
haust gas, but also prevents removal of the particulates. 
[0052] Fig. 5B is an explanatory view showing the 
case where the exhaust gas is fed to the filter 22 from 
both directions. The particulates are stirred at both sur- 
faces of the filter. Therefore, the particulates actively 
move at both surfaces of the filter 22 or within the base 
material thereof. As a result, oxidation of the particulates 
can be facilitated by means of the active points in the 
entire filter base material, thereby enabling reduction in 
the accumulation amount of particulates on the filter 22. 
Accordingly, increase in pressure loss of the exhaust 
gas can be avoided. 
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[0053] Figs. 6A and 6B show the structure of the par- 
ticulate filter 22. Note that Fig. 6 A is a front view of the 
particulate filter 22, and Fig. 6B is a side cross section 
thereof. As shown in Figs. 6A and 6B, the particulate 
filter 22 has a honeycomb structure, and is of a wall-flow 
type having a plurality of exhaust flow passages 50, 51 
extending in parallel with each other. These exhaust 
flow passages are composed of exhaust gas inlet pas- 
sages 50 each having its downstream end closed by a 
stopper 52, and exhaust gas outlet passages 51 each 
having its upstream ends closed by a stopper 53. Note 
that the hatched portions in Fig. 6A indicate the stoppers 
53. Accordingly, the exhaust gas inlet passages 50 and 
the exhaust gas outlet passages 51 are alternately ar- 
ranged with a corresponding thin partition wall 54 ther- 
ebetween. In other words, the exhaust gas inlet passag- 
es 50 and the exhaust gas outlet passages 51 are ar- 
ranged such that each exhaust gas Inlet passage 50 is 
surrounded by four exhaust gas outlet passages 51 and 
each exhaust gas outlet passage 51 is surrounded by 
four exhaust gas inlet passages 50. 
[0054] The particulate filter 22 is formed from a porous 
material like cordierite. Therefore, the exhaust gas flow- 
ing into each exhaust gas inlet passage 50 flows out into 
adjacent exhaust gas outlet passages 51 through cor- 
responding surrounding partition walls 54 as shown by 
the arrows in Fig. 68. 

[0055] In the embodiment of the invention, a support 
layer of, e.g., alumina is formed on the respective pe- 
ripheral wall surfaces of the exhaust gas inlet passages 
50 and the exhaust gas outlet passages 51 , i.e., on both 
surfaces of each partition wall 54, and on the internal 
wall surfaces of the pores in each partition wall 54. A 
noble metal catalyst, an active-oxygen discharging 
agent and a NOx absorbent are supported on this sup- 
port. The active-oxygen discharging agent takes in and 
retains oxygen therein if excess oxygen is present in the 
ambient environment, and discharges the retained ox- 
ygen in the form of active oxygen if the ambient oxygen 
concentration is reduced. The NOx absorbent absorbs 
NOx if the exhaust gas flowing therein has a lean air- 
fuel ratio, and discharges the absorbed NOx if the oxy- 
gen concentration in the exhaust gas flowing therein is 
reduced. 

[0056] The air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas flowing in- 
to the NOx absorbent refers to a ratio of air to fuel (hy- 
drocarbon) supplied into the engine intake passage, 
combustion chamber 5, and exhaust passage upstream 
of the NOx absorbent. Note that, if the fuel (hydrocar- 
bon) or air is not supplied into the exhaust passage up- 
stream of the NOx absorbent, the air-fuel ratio of the 
exhaust gas flowing therein corresponds to the air-fuel 
ratio of the mixture supplied into the combustion cham- 
ber. 

[0057] Platinum R can be used as the noble metal 
catalyst. 

[0058] The active-oxygen discharging agent can be 
formed from at least one element selected from alkali 



metals such as potassium K, sodium Na, lithium Li, ce- 
sium Cs and rubidium Rb, alkaline earth metals such as 
barium Ba, calcium Ca and strontium Sr, rare earth el- 
ements such as lanthanum La and yttrium Y, and tran- 

5 sition metals. 

[0059] Note that. In this case, an alkali metal or alka- 
line earth metal having a higher ionization tendency than 
calcium Ca, i.e., potassium K, lithium Li, cesium Cs, ru- 
bidium Rb, barium Ba and strontium Sr, is preferably 

10 used as the active-oxygen discharging agent. 

[0060] The NOx absorbent can be formed from at 
least one element selected from alkali metals such as 
potassium K, sodium Na, lithium Li, cesium Cs and ru- 
bidium Rb, alkaline earth metals such as barium Ba, cal- 

15 cium Ca and strontium Sr, and rare earth elements such 
as lanthanum La and yttrium Y. 
[0061] Note that, in this case, an alkali metal or alka- 
line earth metal having a higher ionization tendency than 
calcium Ca, i.e., potassium K, lithium Li, cesium Cs, ru- 

20 bidium Rb, barium Ba and strontium Sr, is preferably 
used as the NOx absorbent. 

[0062] As can be seen from comparison between the 
respective metals forming the active-oxygen discharg- 
ing agent and the NOx absorbent, the metals forming 

25 these agents are mostly identical, 

[0063] Accordingly, either different metals or the 
same metal(s) may be used as the active-oxygen dis- 
charging agent and the NOx absorbent. If the same met- 
al(s) is used as the active-oxygen discharging agent and 

30 the NOx absorbent, this metal(s) simultaneously func- 
tions both as the active-oxygen discharging agent and 
the NOx absorbent. Hereinafter, an agent simultaneous- 
ly functioning both as the active-oxygen discharging 
agent and the NOx absorbent is referred to as "active- 

35 oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent". 

[0064] In the present embodiment, description is ex- 
emplarily given for the case where platinum Pt as noble 
metal catalyst and potassium K as active-oxygen dls- 
charge/NOx absorption agent are supported on the sup- 

40 port such as alumina. 

[0065] As described above, potassium K as active-ox- 
ygen discharge/NOx absorption agent simultaneously 
functions both as the active-oxygen discharging agent 
and the NOx absorbent. This exhaust purifying appara- 

45 tus utilizes the function as the active-oxygen discharg- 
ing agent in order to facilitate removal of the particulates 
within the exhaust gas by oxidation, and utilizes the 
function as the NOx absorbent in order to purify NOx 
within the exhaust gas. (Hereinafter, a purifying mecha- 

50 nism of this exhaust purifying apparatus will be de- 
scribed in view of the respective functions. 
[0066] First, particulate removal with the particulate 
filter 22 utilizing the function as the active-oxygen dis- 
charging agent of the active-oxygen discharge/NOx ab- 

55 sorption agent will be described. Note that, even if an- 
other alkali metal, alkaline earth metal, rare earth ele- 
ment and/or transition metal are used as the active-ox- 
ygen discharging agent, the function as the active-oxide 
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discharging agent is the same, so that the particulate 
removal is conducted with the same mechanism. 
[0067] In the compression-ignition internal combus- 
tion engine as shown in Fig. 1 , combustion proceeds 
under excess air. Accordingly, the exhaust gas contains 
a large amount of excess air. In other words, in the com- 
pression-ignition internal combustion engine as shown 
in Fig. 1 , the exhaust gas has a lean air-fuel ratio. More- 
over, NO is generated within the combustion chamber 
5, so that the exhaust gas contains NO. The fuel con- 
tains sulfur S, which reacts with oxygen within the com- 
bustion chamber 5 into SO2. Accordingly, the exhaust 
gas contains SO2. Thus, the exhaust gas containing ex- 
cess air, NO and SO2 flows into the exhaust gas inlet 
passages 50 of the particulate filter 22. 
[0068] Figs. 7A and 7B are enlarged view schemati- 
cally showing the surface of the support layer formed on 
the inner peripheral surface of each exhaust gas inlet 
passage 50 and on the inner wall surface of the pores 
in each partition wall 54. Note that Figs. 7A and 7B show 
a particle 60 of platinum Pt and an active-oxygen dis- 
charge/NOx absorption agent 61 including potassium K. 
[0069] As described above, the exhaust gas contains 
a large amount of excess oxygen. Therefore, when the 
exhaust gas flows into the exhaust gas inlet passage 50 
of the particulate filter 22, oxygen O2 adheres to the sur- 
face of platinum Pt in the form of O2' or O^-, as shown 
in Fig. 7A. Moreover, NO in the exhaust gas reacts with 
O2" or 02- at the surface of platinum Pt into NO2 (2NO 
+ 02^ 2NO2). A part of NO2 thus produced is then ab- 
sorbed in the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption 
agent 61 while being oxidized on platinum Pt, and dif- 
fuses into the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption 
agent 61 in the form of nitrate ions NO3- as shown in 
Fig. 7A while bonding to potassium K, so that a part of 
nitrate ions NO3" produces potassium nitrate KNO3. 
[0070] As described above, the exhaust gas also con- 
tains SO2, which is absorbed in the active-oxygen dis- 
charge/NOx absorption agent 61 with the same mech- 
anism as that of NO. More specifically, as described 
above, oxygen O2 adheres to the surface of platinum Pt 
in the form of Og" or O^-, so that SO2 in the exhaust gas 
reacts with O2* or O^* at the surface of platinum Pt Into 
SO3. 

[0071] A part of SO3 thus produced is then absorbed 
in the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 
61 while being further oxidized on platinum Pt, and dif- 
fuses into the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption 
agent 61 in the form of sulfate ions SO^^' while bonding 
to potassium K, so that potassium sulfate K2SO4 Is pro- 
duced. Thus, potassium nitrate KNO3 and potassium 
sulfate K2SO4 are produced within the active-oxygen 
discharge/NOx absorption agent 61. 
[0072] Moreover, particulates mainly formed from car- 
bon C are produced in the combustion chamber 5. 
Therefore, the exhaust gas contains these particulates. 
While the exhaust gas is flowing through the exhaust 
gas inlet passage 50 of the particulate filter 22 or flowing 



from the exhaust gas Inlet passage 50 into the exhaust 
gas outlet passage 51 , these particulates contained in 
the exhaust gas are brought into contact with the surface 
of the support layer, e.g., the surface of the active-oxy- 
5 gen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61, and adhere 
thereto, as shown by reference numeral 62 in Fig. 7B. 
[0073] Thus, when the particulates 62 adhere to the 
surface of the active-oxygen discharge/NO^ absorption 
agent 61, the oxygen concentration is reduced at the 
contact surface between the particulates 62 and the ac- 
tive-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 . Such 
a reduced oxygen concentration results In a concentra- 
tion difference between the contact surface and the in- 
side of the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption 
agent 61 having a high oxygen concentration. There- 
fore, oxygen within the active-oxygen discharge/NOx 
absorption agent 61 tries to move toward the contact 
surface between the particulates 62 and the active-ox- 
ygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 . As a result, 
potassium nitrate KNO3 produced within the active-ox- 
ygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 is decom- 
posed into potassium K, oxygen O and NO, so that ox- 
ygen O moves toward the contact surface between the 
particulates 62 and the active-oxygen discharge/NOx 
absorption agent 61, whereas NO is discharged to the 
outside from the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorp- 
tion agent 61 . Then, NO thus discharged to the outside 
is oxidized on platinum Pt located downstream so as to 
be absori^ed again in the active-oxygen discharge/NOx 
absorption agent 61 . 

[0074] At this time, potassium sulfate K2SO4 pro- 
duced within the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorp- 
tion agent 61 is also decomposed into potassium K, ox- 
ygen O and SO2, so that oxygen O moves toward the 
contact surface between the particulates 62 and the ac- 
tive-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61, 
whereas SO2 is discharged to the outside from the ac- 
tive-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 . Then, 
SO2 thus discharged to the outside is oxidized on plat- 
inum Pt located downstream so as to be absorbed again 
in the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 
61. 

[0075] Oxygen O moving toward the contact surface 
between the particulates 62 and the active-oxygen dis- 
charge/NOx absorption agent 61 results from decompo- 
sition of a compound such as potassium nitrate KNO3 
or potassium sulfate K2SO4. Oxygen O resulting from 
decomposition of the compound has high energy, and 
is extremely active. Accordingly, the oxygen moving to- 
ward the contact surface between the particulates 62 
and the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 
61 is active oxygen O. When such active oxygen O is 
brought into contact with the particulates 62, the partic- 
ulates 62 are oxidized in a short time without luminous 
flame. As a result, most particulates disappear. Accord- 
ingly, it is quite unlikely that particulates 62 will be de- 
posited on the particulate filter 22. The time required for 
the particulates to be removed through oxidation on the 
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particulate filter ranges from a few minutes to dozens of 
minutes. 

[0076] It is considered that NO^ are diffused in the ac- 
tive-oxygen discharge agent 61 in the form of nitrate ion 
NO3- while repeatedly connecting to and separating 
from oxygen atoms. Active oxygen is generated also 
during this period. The particulates 62 are oxidized also 
by this active oxygen. Further, the particulates 62 that 
have thus adhered onto the particulate filter 22 are oxi- 
dized by active oxygen O but are oxidized also by oxy- 
gen in exhaust gas. 

[0077] In the case of the particulates deposited on the 
particulate filter 22 in a laminated manner as in the con- 
ventional examples, the particulates burn with flame at 
the glowing particulate filter 22. Such combustion with 
flame can be maintained only at a high temperature. 
Therefore, in order to maintain the combustion with 
flame, the particulate filter 22 must be kept at a high tem- 
perature. 

[0078] In contrast, according to the invention, the par- 
ticulates 62 are oxidized without luminous flame as de- 
scribed above, and the surface of the particulate filter 
22 does not glow. In other words, according to the In- 
vention, the particulates 62 are removed by oxidation at 
a significantly lower temperature than that of the con- 
ventional examples. Accordingly, the particulate remov- 
al by oxidation of the particulates 62 without luminous 
flame according to the invention is completely different 
from the conventional particulate removal by combus- 
tion with flame. 

[0079] Moreover, the particulate removal by oxidation 
is conducted at a considerably low temperature. Accord- 
ingly, the temperature of the particulate filter 22 does not 
rise significantly, so that the particulate filter 22 Is hardly 
degraded. Moreover, since It Is quite unlikely that par- 
ticulate is deposited on the particulate filter 22, ashes, 
the matter left after the particulates have been burned, 
are less likely to agglomerate, so that the particulate fil- 
ter 22 is less susceptible to clogging. 
[0080] Such clogging is mainly caused by calcium sul- 
fate CaS04. More specifically, fuel and lubricating oil 
contain calcium Ca. Therefore, calcium Ca is contained 
in the exhaust gas. Calcium Ca produces calcium sul- 
fate CaS04 in the presence of SO3. Calcium sulfate 
CaS04 Is solid and is not thermally decomposed even 
at a high temperature. Accordingly, calcium sulfate 
CaS04 thus produced fills the pores of the particulate 
filter 22, resulting in the clogging. 
[0081] However, in the case where an alkali metal or 
alkaline earth metal having a higher ionization tendency 
than calcium Ca, e.g., potassium K, Is used as the ac- 
tive-oxygen dIscharge/NOx absorption agent 61 , SO3 
diffusing into the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorp- 
tion agent 61 bonds to potassium K into potassium sul- 
fate K2SO4. Thus, calcium Ca passes through the par- 
tition walls 54 of the particulate fitter 22 into the exhaust 
gas outlet passages 51 without bonding to SO3. Accord- 
ingly, the pores of the particulate filter 22 are not sus- 



ceptible to clogging. As a result, it is preferable that an 
alkali metal or alkaline earth metal having a higher ion- 
ization tendency than calcium Ca, i.e., potassium K, lith- 
ium Li, cesium Cs and barium Ba, is used as the active- 
5 oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61, as de- 
scribed above. 

[0082] Platinum Pt and active-oxygen discharge/NOx 
absorption agent 61 are more likely to be activated as 
the temperature of the particulate filter 22 rises. There- 
to fore, the amount of active oxygen O that can be dis- 
charged from the active-oxygen dIscharge/NOx absorp- 
tion agent 61 per unit time is increased as the temper- 
ature of the particulate filter 22 rises. As a matter of 
course, particulates 62 are more likely to be removed 
15 by oxidation as the temperature of the particulates 62 
themselves rises. Accordingly, the amount of particu- 
lates that can be removed per unit time by oxidation on 
the particulate filter 22 without luminous flame Is In- 
creased as the temperature of the particulate filter 22 
20 rises. 

[0083] The solid line In Fig. 9 shows the amount of 
particulates G that can be removed per unit time by ox- 
idation without luminous flame (hereinafter, such an 
amount of particulates is simply referred to as oxidation- 

25 removable particulate amount G). Note that, in Fig. 9, 
the abscissa indicates a temperature TF of the particu- 
late filter 22. Although Fig. 9 shows the amount of par- 
ticulates G that can be removed by oxidation In the case 
where the unit time is one second, i.e., per one second, 

30 the unit time can be an arbitrary length of time such as 
one minute, ten minutes, etc. For instance, in the case 
where the unit time is ten minutes, the amount of partic- 
ulates G that can be removed per unit time by oxidation 
represents the amount of particulates G that can be re- 

35 moved per ten minutes by oxidation. In this case, the 
amount of particulates G that can be removed per unit 
time by oxidation on the particulate filter 22 without lu- 
minous flame is likewise increased as the temperature 
of the particulate filter 22 rises, as shown in Fig. 9. 

40 [0084] The amount of particulates discharged from 
the combustion chamber 5 per unit time is herein re- 
ferred to as discharged particulate amount M. In the 
case where the discharged particulate amount M is 
smaller than the oxidation-removable particulate 

45 amount G, i.e.. In region I of Fig. 9, most particulates 
discharged from the combustion chamber 5 are re- 
moved by oxidation on the particulate filter 22 without 
luminous flame within a short time after they are brought 
into contact with the particulate filter 22. The time re- 

50 quired for the particulates to be removed through oxida- 
tion on the particulate filter ranges from a few minutes 
to dozens of minutes. 

[0085] On the other hand, in the case where the dis- 
charged particulate amount M is larger than the oxida- 
55 tion-removable particulate amount G, i.e., in region II of 
Fig. 9, the amount of active oxygen Is not enough to ox- 
idize all the particulates. Figs. 8A, 8B and 80 show the 
manner in which the particulate Is oxidized in such a 
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case. 

[0086] In the case where the amount of active oxygen 
is not enough to oxidize all the particulates, the partic- 
ulates 62 are only partially oxidized when adhering to 
the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 , s 
so that the particulate portion that was not fully oxidized 
is left on the support layer. If such an insufficient active- 
oxygen condition continues, the particulate portion that 
was not oxidized is successively left on the support lay- 
er, so that the surface of the support layer is covered 
with the remaining particulate portion 63, as shown in 
Fig. 8B. 

[0087] The remaining particulate portion 63 covering 
the surface of the support layer gradually changes to 
carbon matter that is less susceptible to oxidation. Ac> 
cordingly, the remaining particulate portion 63 is more 
likely to remain on the support layer. When the surface 
of the support layer is covered with the remaining par- 
ticulate portion 63, oxidation of NO and SOg by platinum 
Pt as well as discharge of active oxygen from the active- 
oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 are sup- 
pressed. As a result, other particulates like particulate 
64 are deposited on the remaining particulate portion 63 
one after another as shown in Fig. 8C. In other words, 
the particulates are deposited in a laminated manner. 
Such laminated deposition separates the particulates 
from platinum Pt and active-oxygen discharge/NOx ab- 
sorption agent 61 . Therefore, even the particulates that 
are susceptible to oxidation are no longer oxidized by 
active oxygen O, so that other particulates are further 
deposited on the particulate 64 one after another. In oth- 
er words, if such a condition that the discharged partic- 
ulate amount M is smaller than the oxidation-removable 
particulate amount G continues, the particulates are de- 
posited on the particulate filter 22 in a laminated manner. 
[0088] Thus, in region I of Fig. 9, the particulates are 
oxidized on the particulate filter 22 in a short time without 
luminous flame, and in region II of Fig. 9, the particulates 
are deposited on the particulate filter 22 in a laminated 
manner. Accordingly, in order to prevent such laminated 
deposition of the particulates on the particulate filter 22, 
it is desirable that the relation between the discharged 
particulate amount M and the oxidation-removable par- 
ticulate amount G Is always included in region I. If the 
discharged particulate amount M Is thus maintained 
smaller than the amount of particulates G that can be 
removed by oxidation, no particulate is deposited on the 
particulate filter 22 in a laminated manner. As a result, 
the pressure loss of exhaust gas flow in the particulate 
fitter 22 scarcely changes and is maintained at a sub- 
stantially constant minimum pressure loss value. Thus, 
the decrease in engine output can be maintained at its 
minimum value. 

[0089] In practice, however, it is almost impossible to 
make the discharged amount M smaller than the oxida- 
tion-removable particulate amount G in every operation 
state. For example, at the start of the engine, the par- 
ticulate filter 22 normally has a low temperature, so that 



the discharged particulate amount M normally becomes 
larger than the oxidation-removable particulate amount 
G. If the discharged particulate amount M becomes larg- 
er than the oxidation- removable particulate amount G 
like it does immediately after the start of the engine, the 
particulate portion that was not oxidized starts being left 
on the particulate filter 22. If the discharged particulate 
amount M is thus maintained smaller than the amount 
of particulates G that can be removed by oxidation, no 
particulate is deposited on the particulate filter 22 in a 
laminated manner. As a result, the pressure loss of ex- 
haust gas flow in the particulate filter 22 scarcely chang- 
es and is maintained at a substantially constant mini- 
mum pressure loss value. Thus, the decrease in engine 
output can be maintained at its minimum value. 
[0090] Thus, depending on the operation condition, 
the discharged particulate amount M may become larg- 
er than the oxidation-removable particulate amount G, 
so that the particulates may be deposited on the partic- 
ulate filter 22 in a laminated manner. 
[0091] In order to remove such deposited particulates 
by oxidation, the switch valve 71 provided in the exhaust 
pipe 70 is switched. By switching the switch valve 71 , 
the direction in which the exhaust flows into the partic- 
ulate filter 22 is switched, so that the exhaust upstream 
side and exhaust downstream side of the particulate fil- 
ter 22 are inverted. As a result, in the portion serving as 
the exhaust downstream side of the particulate filter 22 
before switching of the switch valve 71 , the particulates 
adhere to the surface of the active-oxygen discharge/ 
NOx absorption agent 61 , so that active oxygen O is dis- 
charged. As a result, the particulates are removed by 
oxidation. 

[0092] A part of discharged active oxygen O moves 
together with the exhaust gas to the exhaust down- 
stream side of the particulate filter 22 so as to remove 
the particulates deposited thereon by oxidation. As de- 
scribed above, the particulates are herein stirred in the 
foHA/ard and reverse flow directions at both surfaces of 
the particulate filter 22. As a result, the particulates 
move actively at both surfaces of the particulate filter 22 
or within the base material, and encounter the active 
points in the entire filter base material for oxidation. 
[0093] Thus, the exhaust upstream and downstream 
sides of the particulate filter 22 are inverted as the non- 
oxidized particulates have started being deposited on 
the particulate filter 22. As a result, most particulates 
can be removed from the particulate filter 22 by oxida- 
tion. 

[0094] If the particulates have been deposited on the 
particulate filter 22, the air-fuel ratio of a part or all of the 
exhaust gas is temporarily shifted to a rich value, where- 
by the deposited particulates can be oxidized without 
luminous flame. When the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust 
gas is shifted to a rich value, i.e., when the oxygen con- 
centration in the exhaust gas is reduced, active oxygen 
O is rapidly discharged to the outside from the active- 
oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 . If the air- 
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fuel ratio of exhaust gas is made rich, the oxygen that 
has adhered to a nobel metal catalyst is removed by a 
reducing agent. This enhances the activity of the noble 
metal and makes it easy to discharge active oxygen. If 
the air-fuel ratio of exhaust gas is alternately made rich 5 
and lean, the amount of the active oxygen discharged 
form the oxygen occluding/active oxygen discharging 
agent 61 to the outside increases. The particulates 
bound to one another like a chain are decomposed by 
the active oxygen O discharged to the outside, so that 
the particulates become likely to be oxidized. Therefore, 
the total amount of the particulates that can be removed 
per unit time by the oxygen occluding/active oxygen dis- 
charged agent 61 increases, and the stacked particu- 
lates can be removed through combustion without gen- 
erating luminous flames. 

[0095] This is the particle purifying mechanism utiliz- 
ing the function as the active-oxygen discharging agent 
of the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent. 
[0096] Hereinafter, NOx purification utilizing the func- 
tion as the NOx absorbent of the active-oxygen dis- 
charge/NOx absorption agent will be described. Note 
that, even if another alkali metal, alkaline earth metal 
and/or rare earth element are used as the NOx absorb- 
ent, the function as the NOx absorbent is the same, so 
that the NOx purification is conducted with the same 
mechanism. 

[0097] The NOx purification of the active-oxygen dls- 
charge/NOx absorption agent Is considered to be con- 
ducted with the mechanism as shown in Fig. 10. Note 
that Figs. IDA and 10B show a particle 60 of platinum 
Pt, and an active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption 
agent 61 including potassium K. 
[0098] First, when the air-fuel ratio of the Introduced 
exhaust gas Is shifted to a considerably lean value, the 
oxygen concentration in the introduced exhaust gas is 
significantly increased, so that oxygen Og adheres to the 
surface of platinum Pt in the form of Og" or O^-, as shown 
in Fig. 1 0A. On the other hand, NO contained in the in- 
troduced exhaust gas reacts with or O^' at the sur- 
face of platinum Pt into NO2 (2NO + Og ^ 2NO2). 
[0099] Then, NOg thus produced is absorbed in the 
active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 
while being oxidized on platinum Pt, and diffuses into 
the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 
in the form of nitrate ions NO3" as shown in Fig. 10A 
while bonding to potassium K. NOx is thus absorbed in 
the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 . 
[0100] As long as the oxygen concentration in the in- 
troduced exhaust gas Is high, NO2 Is produced at the 
surface of platinum R. Moreover, as long as the NOx 
absorbing ability of the active-oxygen discharge/NOx 
absorption agent 61 has not been saturated, NO2 is ab- 
sorbed in the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption 
agent 61 to produce nitrate ions NO3*. 
[01 01 ] In contrast, if the exhaust air-fuel ratio is shifted 
to the theoretical or rich value, the oxygen concentration 
in the introduced exhaust gas is reduced, whereby the 



NO2 production amount is reduced. As a result, the re- 
action proceeds in the reverse direction (NO3" NO2), 
so that nitrate ions NO3- within the active-oxygen dis- 
charge/NOx absorption agent 61 are discharged there- 
from in the form of NO2 or NO. In other words, when the 
oxygen concentration in the introduced exhaust gas is 
reduced, NOx is discharged from the active-oxygen dis- 
charge/NOx absorption agent 61. 
[0102] At this time, HO and CO in the exhaust gas are 
oxidized as a result of reaction with oxygen O2 or O^' 
on platinum R. Moreover, NO2 or NO discharged from 
the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 
due to the reduced oxygen concentration in the intro- 
duced exhaust gas is reduced to Ng as a result of reac- 
tion with unburned HO and CO, as shown in Fig. 10B. 
[0103] In other words, HC and CO in the introduced 
exhaust gas are first rapidly oxidized as a result of re- 
action with oxygen O2" or O^- on platinum Pt. If HC and 
CO still remain after running out of oxygen O2" or O^- on 
platinum Pt, NOx discharged from the active-oxygen 
discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 as well as NOx 
emitted from the internal combustion engine are re- 
duced into N2 due to the remaining HC and CO. 
[0104] If NO2 or NO is no longer present on the sur- 
face of platinum Pt, NOg or NO is successively dis- 
charged from the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorp- 
tion agent 61 and reduced to N2. Accordingly, when the 
air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas is shifted to the theoret- 
ical or rich value, NOx is discharged from the active- 
oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 and re- 
duced to N2 in a short time. 

[01 05] Thus, when the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas 
is shifted to a lean value, NOx Is absorbed in the active- 
oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61. When the 
air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas is shifted to the theoret- 
ical or rich value, NOx is discharged from the active- 
oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 and re- 
duced to N2 in a short time. Accordingly, NOx can be 
prevented from being discharged into the atmosphere. 
[0106] On the other hand, if the air-fuel ratio Is main- 
tained at a lean value, the surface of platinum Pt is cov- 
ered with oxygen and so-called oxygen deterioration of 
platinum Pt is caused. If such deterioration is caused, 
the effect of oxidizing NOx deteriorates and thus the ef- 
ficiency in absorbing NO^ deteriorates. Thus, the 
amount of active oxygen discharged from the active-ox- 
ygen discharge/NOX absorption agent 61 decreases. 
However, if the air-fuel ratio is shifted to a rich value, 
oxygen on the surface of platinum R is consumed and 
thus the oxygen deterioration Is eliminated. Accordingly, 
if the air-fuel ratio is shifted from a rich value to a lean 
value, the effect of oxidizing NOx strengthened and 
thus the efficiency in absorbing NOx '® enhanced. Thus, 
the amount of active oxygen discharged from the active- 
oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 increases. 
[0107] Accordingly, while the air-fuel ratio is main- 
tained at a lean value, if the air-fuel ratio is sometimes 
temporarily shifted from the lean value to a rich value, 
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the oxidation deterioration of platinum Pt is eliminated 
each time. Therefore, the amount of active oxygen dis- 
charged when the air-fuel ratio assumes a lean value is 
increased. Thus, the effect of oxidizing particulates on 
the particulate filter 22 can be promoted. 
[0108] As described above, in the compression-igni- 
tion internal combustion engine, combustion is normally 
conducted In a range much leaner than the stoichiomet- 
ric air-fuel ratio (i.e., the theoretical air-fuel ratio; A/F = 
14.6). Therefore, in the normal engine operation state, 
the exhaust gas flowing Into the filter 22 (I.e., the ex- 
haust gas flowing into the active-oxygen discharge/NOx 
absorption agent 61) has an extremely lean air-fuel ra- 
tio. Consequently, NOx in the exhaust is absorbed In the 
active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 , and 
the amount of NOx discharged from the active-oxygen 
discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 is very small. 
[0109] Accordingly, in the compression-Ignition inter- 
nal combustion engine, it Is required to supply a reduc- 
ing agent to the exhaust gas at predetermined timing 
before the NOx absorbing ability of the active-oxygen 
discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 is saturated. This is 
in order to reduce the oxygen concentration in the ex- 
haust gas and thus cause NOx absorbed in the active- 
oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 to be dis- 
charged and reduced to Ng. 

[0110] Therefore, in the present embodiment, the 
ECU 30 estimates the amount of NOx absorbed In the 
active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61, 
based on the past operating state of the Intemal com- 
bustion engine. Then, when the estimated NOx amount 
reaches a preset, predetermined value, the air-fuel ratio 
of the exhaust gas Is temporarily shifted to a rich value 
so as to reduce the oxygen concentration, and simulta- 
neously, the reducing agent is supplied. Such temporary 
shifting of the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas to a rich 
value is generally referred to as "rich spike". 
[01 1 1 ] In the present embodiment, the rich spike is re- 
alized by additionally injecting the fuel into the cylinder 
in the expansion or exhaust stroke of the intemal com- 
bustion engine. Note that the rich spike may also be re- 
alized by supplying the fuel into the exhaust passage 70 
upstream of the filter 22. 

[0112] Thus, by conducting the rich spike at the pre- 
determined timing before the NOx absorbing ability of 
the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 
is saturated, NOx in the exhaust gas can be successive- 
ly purified. As a result, NOx can be prevented from being 
discharged into the atmosphere. 
[0113] This Is the NOx purifying mechanism utilizing 
the function as the NOx absorbent of the active-oxygen 
discharge/NOx absorption agent 61. 
[0114] Thus, in the case of using the active-oxygen 
discharge/NOx absorption agent 61, when the exhaust 
gas flowing Into the filter 22 has a lean air-fuel ratio, NOx 
contained in the exhaust gas is absorbed in the active- 
oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 . When the 
particulates contained In the exhaust gas adhere to the 



active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 , they 
are removed by oxidation in a short time due to active 
oxygen discharged from the active-oxygen discharge/ 
NOx absorption agent 61. In other words, both the par- 
5 ticulates and NOx contained in the exhaust gas can be 
prevented from being discharged into the atmosphere. 
[01 1 5] When the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas flow- 
ing into the filter 22 is shifted to a rich value, NOx is dis- 
charged from the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorp- 
10 tion agent 61 . This NOx is reduced by unbumed HC and 
CO, and thus Is not discharged Into the atmosphere. In 
the case where the particulates have been deposited on 
the filter 22, they are removed by oxidation with active 
oxygen discharged from the active-oxygen discharge/ 
15 NOx absorption agent 61 . 

[01 16] As described above, in the case where the di- 
rection in which the exhaust gas flows through the filter 
22 is switched by the exhaust switch valve 71 in order 
to facilitate the oxidation removal of the particulates on 
the filter 22, the valve body of the exhaust switch valve 
71 is always switched via the neutral position. While the 
valve body is operating near the neutral position during 
switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 , the exhaust 
pipe 71 is directly connected to the bypass passage 73. 
As a result, although during a very short period, the ex- 
haust gas flows from the exhaust pipe 70 into the bypass 
passage 73 without passing through the filter 22, and 
discharged into the atmosphere. 
[0117] If the aforementioned rich spike is conducted 
at this time so as to discharge NOx from the active-ox- 
ygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 61 for reduction, 
the exhaust gas with a rich air-fuel ratio containing a 
large amount of hydrocart>on HC and carbon monoxide 
CO may be undesirably discharged into the atmosphere 
without passing through the active-oxygen discharge/ 
NOx absorption agent 61 . 

[01 1 8] According to the present embodiment, in order 
to prevent such a situation, if the timing of switching the 
exhaust gas flow with the exhaust switch valve 71 
matches the timing of conducting the rich spike, switch- 
ing of the exhaust switch valve 71 is preferentially con- 
ducted while inhibiting the rich spike. Thus, simultane- 
ous execution of these two processes is inhibited. 
[0119] Hereinafter, the exhaust-gas-flow switching 
control according to the present embodiment will be de- 
scribed in conjunction with the flowchart of Fig. 11. 
[0120] The flowchart of Fig. 11 shows an exhaust- 
gas-flow switching control routine. This exhaust-gas- 
flow switching control routine is pre-stored in the ROM 
32 of the ECU 30, and executed by the CPU 34 at reg- 
ular time Intervals. 

[0121] First, the CPU 34 determines in Step 101 
whether or not it is the timing of switching the exhaust 
switch valve 71 . For example, the condition to conduct 
switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 (hereinafter, re- 
ferred to as "exhaust-gas-flow switch condition") may be 
defined as follows: during decelerating operation In 
which the exhaust gas contains a small amount of harm- 
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f ul components (e.g., particulates); or when the temper- 
ature of the filter 22 satisfies a predetermined condition; 
or when the back pressure upstream of the filter 22 is 
raised to a predetermined value or more; or two or more 
of the above conditions are simultaneously satisfied. 5 
[0122] If YES in Step 101, the CPU 34 proceeds to 
Step 102 and determines whether or not it is the timing 
of conducting the rich spike. Note that, in the present 
embodiment, as described above, if the amount of NOx 
absorbed in the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorp- 
tion agent 61 supported on the filter 22 reaches a pre- 
determined value, it is determined that the condition to 
conduct the rich spike is satisfied. Then the rich spike Is 
conducted. 

[0123] If YES in Step 102, the CPU 34 proceeds to 
Step 1 03 and inhibits the rich spike even if it is the timing 
of conducting the rich spike. 

[0124] Then, the CPU 34 proceeds to Step 104 and 
conducts switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 so as 
to switch the direction of the exhaust gas flow flowing 
through the filter 22; thereby facilitating oxidation remov- 
al of the particulates deposited on the filter 22. 
[0125] Note that. If NO in Step 102, the CPU 34 also 
proceeds to Step 1 04 and conducts switching of the ex- 
haust switch valve 71 . 

[0126] The series of Steps 101 to 104 means that 
switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 is conducted 
in preference to the rich spike if the timing of switching 
the exhaust switch valve 71 matches the timing of con- 
ducting the rich spike, namely, means that simultaneous 
execution of these two processes is inhibited. 
[0127] If NO in Step 1 01 , the CPU 34 proceeds to Step 
1 05 and determines whether or not it is the timing of con- 
ducting the rich spike. If NO in Step 105, the CPU 34 
terminates execution of the routine. 
[0128] If YES in Step 105, the CPU 34 proceeds to 
Step 1 06 and conducts the rich spike to supply the ex- 
haust gas at a rich air-fuel ratio into the filter 22 so that 
NOx absorbed in the active-oxygen discharge/NOx ab- 
sorption agent 61 is discharged and reduced to N2. 
[0129] Note that, in the aforementioned embodiment, 
the active-oxygen discharging agent and the NOx ab- 
sorbent are supported on the particulate filter. In other 
embodiments, however, neither the active-oxygen dis- 
charging agent nor the NOx absorbent may be support- 
ed on the particulate filter. In other words, the particulate 
filter is not limited to that having both the active-oxygen 
discharging agent and the NOx absorbent supported 
thereon, as long as unburned fuel being supplied to the 
particulate filter is prevented from bypassing the partic- 
ulate filter and thus being discharged to the outside of 
the vehicle without being supplied to the particulate fil- 
ter. 

[0130] Hereinafter, an exhaust purifying apparatus of 
an intemal combustion engine according to a second 
embodiment of the invention will be described with ref- 
erence to Fig. 12. In the aforementioned first embodi- 
ment, switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 is con- 



ducted in preference to the rich spike if the timing of 
switching the exhaust switch valve 71 matches the tim- 
ing of conducting the rich spike. In the second embodi- 
ment, however, the rich spike is conducted in preference 
to switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 in such a 
case. 

[0131] The exhaust-gas-flow switching control ac- 
cording to the second embodiment will be described in 
conjunction with the flowchart of Fig. 1 2. 
[0132] The flowchart of Fig. 12 shows an exhaust- 
gas-flow switching control routine. This exhaust-gas- 
flow switching control routine is pre-stored in the ROM 
32 of the ECU 30, and executed by the CPU 34 at reg- 
ular time intervals. 

[0133] First, the CPU 34 determines in Step 201 
whether or not it is the timing of conducting the rich 
spike. Note that the condition to conduct the rich spike 
can be the same as that of the first embodiment. 
[0134] If YES in Step 201, the CPU 34 proceeds to 
Step 202 and determines whether or not it is the timing 
of switching the exhaust switch valve 71 . Note that the 
exhaust-gas-flow switch condition can be the same as 
that of the first embodiment. 

[0135] If YES in Step 202, the CPU 34 proceeds to 
Step 203 and inhibits switching of the exhaust switch 
valve 71 even if it is the timing of switching the exhaust 
switch valve 71 . 

[0136] Then, the CPU 34 proceeds to Step 204 and 
conducts the rich spike to supply the exhaust gas at a 
rich air-fuel ratio into the filter 22 so that NOx absorbed 
in the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 
61 is discharged and reduced to N2. 
[0137] Note that, if NO in Step 202, the CPU 34 also 
proceeds to Step 204 and conducts the rich spike. 
[01 38] The series of Steps 201 to 204 means that the 
rich spike is conducted in preference to switching of the 
exhaust switch valve 71 if the timing of switching the ex- 
haust switch valve 71 matches the timing of conducting 
the rich spike, namely, means that simultaneous execu- 
tion of these two processes is inhibited. 
[0139] On the other hand, if NO in Step 201 , the CPU 
34 proceeds to Step 205 and determines whether or not 
it is the timing of switching the exhaust switch valve 71 . 
If NO in Step 205, the CPU 34 terminates execution of 
the routine. 

[0140] If YES in Step 205, the CPU 34 proceeds to 
Step 206 and conducts switching of the exhaust switch 
valve 71 so as to switch the direction of the exhaust gas 
flow flowing through the filter 22, thereby facilitating ox- 
idation removal of the particulates deposited on the filter 
22. 

[0141 ] In a modification of the present embodiment as 
well, a particulate filter having neither the active-oxygen 
discharging agent nor the NOx absorbent supported 
thereon may be used. 

[0142] Hereinafter, an exhaust purifying apparatus of 
an internal combustion engine according to a third em- 
bodiment of the present invention will be described with 
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reference to Fig. 13. 

[01 43] In the exhaust purifying apparatus of the afore- 
mentioned first embodiment, the particulates in the ex- 
haust gas cannot be deposited on the filter 22. However, 
depending on the operation state of the internal com- 
bustion engine (e.g., decelerating operation), oxidation 
removal of the particulates on the filter 22 may not suf- 
ficiently be conducted, or the capability to remove the 
particulates by oxidation may be degraded due to a tow 
temperature of the exhaust gas. In such a case, in order 
to prevent the particulates from being deposited on the 
filter 22 in a preset amount or more, a method of con- 
trolling an exhaust gas flow such that the exhaust gas 
flows so as to bypass the filter 22 is possible (hereinaf- 
ter, such a method is referred to as filter bypass control). 
[0144] If the rich spike for purifying NOx is conducted 
during the filter bypass control, i.e., while the exhaust 
gas is flowing so as to bypass the filter 22, the exhaust 
gas with a rich air-fuel ratio containing a large amount 
of hydrocarbon HC and carbon monoxide CO is unde- 
sirably discharged into the atmosphere without passing 
through the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption 
agent 61. 

[0145] In the third embodiment, if the timing of con- 
ducting the rich spike has come during the filter bypass 
control, the rich spike is conducted preferentially, and 
during the rich spike, the exhaust switch valve 71 is 
switched such that the exhaust gas flows through the 
filter 22. 

[0146] The exhaust-gas-flow switching control of the 
third embodiment will now be described In conjunction 
with the flowchart of Fig. 13. 

[0147] The flowchart of Fig. 13 shows an exhaust- 
gas-flow switching control routine. This exhaust-gas- 
flow switching control routine is pre-stored In the ROM 
32 of the ECU 30 and executed by the CPU 34 at regular 
time inters/als. 

[0148] First, the CPU 34 determines in Step 301 
whether or not the condition to conduct the filter bypass 
control is satisfied. Note that whether or not the condi- 
tion to conduct the filter bypass control is satisfied can 
be determined from the operating state of the internal 
combustion engine (e.g., decelerating operation). 
[0149] If YES in Step 301, the CPU 34 proceeds to 
Step 302 and determines whether or not It is the timing 
of conducting the rich spike. Note that the condition to 
conduct the rich spike can be the same as that of the 
first embodiment. 

[0150] If YES in Step 302, the CPU 34 proceeds to 
Step 303. In Step 303, the CPU 34 does not conduct the 
filter bypass control even If the condition to conduct the 
filter bypass control has been satisfied, but switches the 
exhaust switch valve 71 such that the exhaust gas flows 
through the filter 22. In other words, the exhaust gas is 
prevented from bypassing the filter 22 (non-neutral 
valve position). 

[0151] Then, the CPU 34 proceeds to Step 304 and 
conducts the rich spike to supply the exhaust gas at a 



rich air-fuel ratio Into the filter 22 so that NOx absorbed 
in the active-oxygen discharge/NOx absorption agent 
61 is discharged and reduced to N2. 
[0152] In the series of Steps 301 to 304, the filter by- 
5 pass control is discontinued if the timing of conducting 
the rich spike has come during the filter bypass control, 
and the rich spike is conducted such that the exhaust 
gas flows through the filter 22. Namely, the series of 
Steps 301 to 304 means that simultaneous execution of 
^0 these two processes is inhibited. 

[01 53] On the other hand, if NO in Step 302, the CPU 
34 proceeds to Step 305, and conducts the filter bypass 
control to switch the exhaust switch valve 71 to the neu- 
tral position. Thus, the exhaust gas is caused to bypass 
15 the filter 22, so that the particulates are prevented from 
being deposited on the filter 22. Then, the CPU 34 ter- 
minates execution of the routine. 
[0154] Note that, if NO in Step 301, the CPU 34 ter- 
minates execution of the routine. In other words, the ex- 
haust switch valve 71 is switched according to the nor- 
mal control. 

[01 55] The Invention is also possible even in the case 
where a noble metal catalyst such as platinum R and 
an NO absorbent are supported on the support layer 
formed on the filter 22. In this case, however, the solid 
line showing the oxidation-removable particulate 
amount G is slightly shifted to the right with respect to 
that shown In Fig. 9. In this case, active oxygen is dis- 
charged from NO2 or SO3 retained on the surface of 
platinum Pt. 

[01 56] Moreover, a catalyst that can adsorb and retain 
NO2 or SO3 thereon as well as discharge active oxygen 
from the adsorbed NO2 or SO3 may be used as the ac- 
tive-oxygen discharging agent. 

[01 57] In a modification of the present embodiment as 
well, a particulate filter having neither the active-oxygen 
discharging agent nor the NOx absorbent supported 
thereon can be used. 

[0158] Hereinafter, an exhaust purifying apparatus of 
an internal combustion engine according to a fourth em- 
bodiment of the invention will be described. The struc- 
ture of the present embodiment is substantially the 
same as that of the first embodiment except that a cat- 
alyst for oxidizing the particulates is not limited to the 
active-oxygen discharging agent, and that the NOx ab- 
sorbent is not supported on the particulate filter. 
[0159] Fig. 14 is a flowchart illustrating a method for 
controlling operation of the exhaust purifying apparatus 
of the internal combustion engine according to the 
present embodiment. The routine of Fig. 14 is executed 
at predetermined time intervals during operation of the 
internal combustion engine. As shown in Fig. 14, when 
the routine is started, whether or not it Is the timing of 
switching the exhaust switch valve 71 is first determined 
in Step 401 . If YES, the routine proceeds to Step 402. 
If NO, the routine is terminated. For example, determi- 
nation of YES is made during decelerating operation of 
the engine after a predetemiined time period has 
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passed since the exhaust switch valve 71 was switched. 
In Step 402, It is determined whether or not low-temper- 
ature combustion that will be described later is being 
conducted. If YES, the routine proceeds to Step 403. If 
NO. the routine proceeds to Step 404. In Step 403, 5 
switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 is inhibited. 
More specifically, the exhaust switch valve 71 is inhibit- 
ed from being switched between the forward flow posi- 
tion (dashed line in Fig. 3) and the reverse flow position 
(solid line in Fig. 3) in order to prevent the exhaust switch 
valve 71 from being located at the bypass position 
(chain line in Fig. 3). In Step 404, switching of the ex- 
haust switch valve 71 is conducted. More specifically, 
the exhaust switch valve 71 is switched from the forward 
flow position to the reverse flow position, or from the re- 
verse flow position to the forward flow position. At this 
time, the exhaust switch valve 71 is caused to pass the 
bypass position. 

[0160] Hereinafter, the aforementioned low-tempera- 
ture combustion will be described. In the internal com- 
bustion engine shown in Fig. 1 , as the EGR rate (EGR 
gas amount/(EGR gas amount + intake air amount)) is 
increased, the smoke generation amount gradually in- 
creases to the peak. If the EGR rate is further increased, 
the smoke generation amount decreases rapidly. This 
will be described with reference to Fig. 1 5. Fig. 1 5 shows 
the relation between the EGR rate and smoke with the 
cooling degree of the EGR gas being varied. Note that, 
in Fig. 1 5. curve A shows the case where the EGR gas 
was intensely cooled so that the EGR gas temperature 
was kept at approximately 90°C, curve B shows the 
case where the EGR gas was cooled with a small cool- 
ing apparatus, and curve C shows the case where the 
EGR gas was not forcibly cooled. 
[01 61 ] As shown by curve A in Fig. 1 5, if the EGR gas 
is intensely cooled, the smoke generation amount 
reaches the peak at the EGR rate slightly lower than 50 
percent. In this case, smoke is hardly generated when 
the EGR rate is increased to approximately 55 percent 
or more. As shown by curve B in Fig. 1 5, if the EGR gas 
is slightly cooled, the smoke generation amount reaches 
the peak at the EGR rate slightly higher than 50 percent. 
In this case, smoke is hardly generated when the EGR 
rate is increased to approximately 65 percent or more. 
As shown by curve C in Fig. 15, If the EGR gas is not 
forcibly cooled, the smoke generation amount reaches 
the peak at the EGR rate of around 55 percent. In this 
case, smoke is hardly generated when the EGR rate is 
increased to approximately 70 percent or more. No 
smoke is generated at the EGR gas rate of 55 percent 
or more. This is because, owing to the endothermic ef- 
fect of the EGR gas, the temperature of fuel and its sur- 
rounding gas does not rise very much during combus- 
tion, i.e., the low-temperature combustion is conducted, 
so that hydrocarbon does not grow to soot. 
[0162] This low-temperature combustion is character- 
ized by the ability to reduce the NOx generation amount 
while suppressing smoke generation regardless of the 



air-fuel ratio. In other words, if the air-fuel ratio is shifted 
to a rich value, the fuel becomes excessive. However, 
since the combustion temperature is suppressed to a 
low temperature, the excess fuel does not grow to soot, 
so that smoke is not generated. At this time, NOx is also 
generated only in an extremely small amount. On the 
other hand, if the average air-fuel ratio has a lean value, 
or even if the air-fuel ratio is the theoretical air-fuel ratio, 
a slight amount of soot would be produced at a high 
combustion temperature. Under the low-temperature 
combustion, however, the combustion temperature is 
suppressed to a low temperature, so that smoke is not 
generated at all, and NOx is also generated only in an 
extremely small amount. 

[0163] In this low-temperature combustion, the tem- 
perature of fuel and its surrounding gas is reduced, but 
the exhaust gas temperature is raised. This will be de- 
scribed with reference to Figs. 16A and 16B. The solid 
line in Fig. 16A shows the relation between an average 
gas temperature Tg within the combustion chamber 5 
and a crank angle in the low-temperature combustion. 
The dashed line in Fig. 16A shows the relation between 
an average gas temperature Tg within the combustion 
chamber 5 and a crank angle in the normal combustion. 
The solid line in Fig. 16B shows the relation between a 
temperature of fuel and its surrounding gas Tf and a 
crank angle in the low-temperature combustion. The 
dashed line in Fig. 16B shows the relation between a 
temperature of fuel and its surrounding gas Tf and a 
crank angle in the normal combustion. 
[0164] The amount of EGR gas in the low-tempera- 
ture combustion is larger than that in the normal com- 
bustion. Therefore, as shown in Fig. 16A, before the 
compression top dead center, i.e., during the compres- 
sion stroke, the average gas temperature Tg of the low- 
temperature combustion shown by the solid line is high- 
er than that of the normal combustion shown by the 
dashed line. Note that, at this time, as shown in Fig. 1 SB, 
the temperature of fuel and its surrounding gas Tf is sub- 
stantially the same as the average gas temperature Tg. 
Then, combustion is started near the compression top 
dead center. In the low-temperature combustion, how- 
ever, as shown by the solid line of Fig. 16B, the temper- 
ature of fuel and its surrounding gas Tf does not rise 
very much due to the endothermic effect of the EGR gas. 
In contrast, in the normal combustion, a large amount 
of oxygen is present around the fuel, so that the temper- 
ature of fuel and its surrounding gas Tf significantly rises 
as shown by the dashed line in Fig. 1 6B. Thus, in the 
normal combustion, the temperature of fuel and its sur- 
rounding gas Tf becomes considerably higher than that 
In the low-temperature combustion. However, the other 
portion of the gas temperature, i.e., most of the gas tem- 
perature, is lower in the normal combustion than in the 
low-temperature combustion. Accordingly, as shown in 
Fig. 16A, the average gas temperature Tg within the 
combustion chamber 5 near the compression top dead 
center is higher in the low-temperature combustion than 
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in the normal combustion. As a result, as shown in Fig. 
16A, the burned gas temperature within the combustion 
chamber 5 after the combustion is completed is higher 
in the low-temperature combustion than in the nomrial 
combustion. Accordingly, the exhaust gas temperature 5 
is high in the low-temperature combustion. 
[0165] Thus, the iow-temperature combustion reduc- 
es the smoke generation amount, i.e., the discharged 
particulate amount, and raises the exhaust gas temper- 
ature. Accordingly, by switching from the normal com- 
bustion to the low-temperature combustion during oper- 
ation of the engine, the discharged particulate amount 
can be reduced as well as the temperature of the par- 
ticulate filter 22 can be raised. In contrast, if the com- 
bustion is switched from the low-temperature combus- 
tion to the normal combustion, the temperature of the 
particulate filter 22 is reduced. At this time, the dis- 
charged particulate amount is increased. In either case, 
it is possible to control the discharged particulate 
amount and the temperature of the particulate filter 22 
by switching between the normal combustion and the 
low-temperature combustion. 

[0166] As the required torque TQ of the engine is in- 
creased, i.e., as the fuel injection amount is increased, 
the temperature of fuel and its surrounding gas during 
combustion is increased. Therefore, it is difficult to con- 
duct the low-temperature combustion. More specifically, 
the low-temperature combustion can be conducted only 
during low and medium load operation of the engine in 
which the heat generation amount resulting from the 
combustion is relatively small. In Fig. 17, the region r 
indicates first combustion in which the inactive gas 
amount in the combustion chamber 5 is larger than the 
inactive gas amount corresponding to the peak soot 
generation amount. In other words, the region 1* indi- 
cates an operation region where the low-temperature 
combustion can be conducted. The region 11' indicates 
second combustion in which the inactive gas amount in 
the combustion chamber 5 is smaller than the inactive 
gas amount corresponding to the peak soot generation 
amount. In other words, the region 11' indicates an oper- 
ation region where only the normal combustion can be 
conducted. Fig. 18 shows the target air-fuel ratio A/F 
when conducting the low-temperature combustion in the 
operation region r. Fig. 19 shows opening of the throttle 
valve 17, opening of the EGR control valve 25, EGR 
rate, air-fuel ratio, injection start timing OS, injection fin- 
ish timing GE, and injection amount according to the re- 
quired torque TQ when conducting the low-temperature 
combustion in the operation region I*. Note that Fig. 19 
also shows the opening of the throttle valve 17 and the 
like when conducting the nomnal combustion in the op- 
eration region 11'. It can be seen from Figs. 18 and 19 
that when the low-temperature combustion is conducted 
in the operation region 1', the EGR rate is 55 percent or 
more and the air-fuel ratio A/F is a lean air-fuel ratio of 
about 15.5 to about 18. Note that, as described above, 
during the low-temperature combustion in the operation 



region 1', smoke is hardly generated even if the air-fuel 
ratio is shifted to a rich value. 

[0167] More specifically, in the present embodiment, 
during low-temperature combustion in which the ex- 
haust gas at a relatively small air-fuel ratio is flowing, 
switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 is inhibited in 
Step 403, so that the exhaust switch valve 71 is inhibited 
from being located at the bypass position. On the other 
hand, during combustion other than the low-tempera- 
ture combustion in which the exhaust gas at a relatively 
large air-fuel ratio is flowing, switching of the exhaust 
switch valve 71 is conducted in Step 404 so as to be 
caused to pass the bypass position. Although not shown 
in the figure, if the timing of switching the exhaust switch 
valve 71 has been reached during the low-temperature 
combustion in which the exhaust gas at a relatively small 
air-fuel ratio is flowing, the combustion is first switched 
from the low combustion to the normal combustion with 
switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 inhibited, in or- 
der to increase the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas. 
Then, switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 is con- 
ducted in the same manner as that of Step 404. As de- 
scribed above, the low-temperature combustion can be 
conducted during the low and medium load operation of 
the engine. The low-temperature combustion can also 
be conducted when the particulate filter 22 is poisoned 
with SOx, in order to restore the particulate filter 22. 
[0168] According to the present embodiment, during 
the low-temperature combustion in which the exhaust 
gas at a relatively small air-fuel ratio is flowing, the ex- 
haust switch valve 71 is inhibited from being located at 
the bypass position in Step 403. Accordingly, during the 
low-temperature combustion in which the exhaust gas 
at a relatively small air-fuel ratio and containing HC, CO, 
unburned fuel and the like is flowing, the exhaust gas 
can be prevented from bypassing the particulate filter 
22 and thus being discharged into the atmosphere with- 
out passing through the particulate filter 22. 
[0169] Hereinafter, an exhaust purifying apparatus of 
an internal combustion engine according to a fifth em- 
bodiment of the invention will be described. The struc- 
ture of the present embodiment is substantially the 
same as that of the first embodiment except that a cat- 
alyst for oxidizing the particulates is not limited to the 
active-oxygen discharging agent. More specifically. In 
the exhaust purifying apparatus of the intemal combus- 
tion engine according to the present embodiment, the 
NOx absoriDent is supported on the particulate filter. 
[0170] A method for controlling operation of the ex- 
haust purifying apparatus of the Intemal combustion en- 
gine according to the present embodiment is substan- 
tially the same as that of the fourth embodiment shown 
in Fig. 14. More specifically, in the present embodiment, 
in the case where NOx should be discharged from the 
NOx absorbent and the low-temperature combustion is 
being conducted in which the exhaust gas at a relatively 
small air-fuel ratio is flowing, switching of the exhaust 
switch valve 71 is inhibited in the same manner as that 
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of Step 403, so that the exhaust switch valve 71 is in- 
hibited from being located at the bypass position. In the 
case where NOx need not be discharged from the NOx 
absorbent and combustion other than the low-tempera- 
ture combustion is being conducted in which the ex- 
haust gas at a relatively large air-fuel ratio is flowing, 
switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 is conducted 
in the same manner as that of Step 404, so that the ex- 
haust switch valve 71 is caused to pass the bypass po- 
sition. 

[01 71 ] According to the present embodiment, the ex- 
haust switch valve 71 Is inhibited from being located at 
the bypass position during the low-temperature com- 
bustion in which the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas is 
made relatively small and the NOx absorbent is dis- 
charging NOx. Therefore, while the exhaust gas for dis- 
charging NOx from the NOx absorbent, which has a rel- 
atively small air-fuel ratio and contains HO, CO, un- 
burned fuel and the like, is flowing, the exhaust gas can 
be prevented from bypassing the particulate filter 22 and 
thus being discharged into the atmosphere without 
passing through the particulate filter 22. 
[01 72] Hereinafter, an exhaust purifying apparatus of 
an internal combustion engine according to a sixth em- 
bodiment of the invention will be described. The struc- 
ture of the present embodiment is substantially the 
same as that of the first embodiment except that a cat- 
alyst for oxidizing the particulates is not limited to the 
active-oxygen discharging agent, and that the NOx ab- 
sorbent is not supported on the particulate filter. 
[0173] Fig. 20 is a flowchart illustrating a method for 
controlling operation of the exhaust purifying apparatus 
of the internal combustion engine according to the 
present embodiment. The routine of Fig. 20 is executed 
at predetermined time intervals during operation of the 
internal combustion engine. As shown in Fig. 20, when 
the routine is started, whether or not it is the timing of 
switching the exhaust switch valve 71 is first determined 
in Step 401 . If YES, the routine proceeds to Step 501 . 
If NO, the routine is terminated. For example, determi- 
nation of YES is made during decelerating operation of 
the engine after a predetermined time period has 
passed since the exhaust switch valve 71 was switched. 
In Step 501 , it is determined whether or not low-temper- 
ature combustion at the air-fuel ratio of 8 to 24 that will 
be described later is being conducted. If YES, the rou- 
tine proceeds to Step 403. If NO, the routine proceeds 
to Step 404. In Step 403, switching of the exhaust switch 
valve 71 is inhibited. More specifically, the exhaust 
switch valve 71 is inhibited from being switched between 
the forward flow position (dashed line in Fig. 3) and the 
reverse flow position (solid line in Fig. 3) in order to pre- 
vent the exhaust switch valve 71 from being located at 
the bypass position (chain line in Fig. 3). In Step 404, 
switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 is conducted. 
More specifically, the exhaust switch valve 71 is 
switched from the fonward flow position to the reverse 
flow position, or from the reverse flow position to the for- 



ward flow position. At this time, the exhaust switch valve 
71 is caused to pass the bypass position. 
[0174] More specifically, in the present embodiment, 
during low-temperature combustion at the air-fuel ratio 

s 8 to 24 in which the exhaust gas at a relatively small air- 
fuel ratio is flowing, switching of the exhaust switch valve 
71 is inhibited in Step 403, so that the exhaust switch 
valve 71 is inhibited from being located at the bypass 
position. On the other hand, during combustion other 

10 than the low-temperature combustion at the air-fuel ratio 
8 to 24 in which the exhaust gas at a relatively large air- 
fuel ratio Is flowing, switching of the exhaust switch valve 
71 is conducted in Step 404 so as to be caused to pass 
the bypass position. Although not shown in the figure, if 

15 the timing of switching the exhaust switch valve 71 has 
been reached during the low-temperature combustion 
at the air-fuel ratio 8 to 24 in which the exhaust gas at 
a relatively small air-fuel ratio is flowing, the combustion 
is first switched from the low combustion at the air-fuel 

20 ratio 8 to 24 to the normal combustion with switching of 
the exhaust switch valve 71 inhibited, in order to in- 
crease the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas. Then, 
switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 is conducted 
in the same manner as that of Step 404. As described 

25 above, the low-temperature combustion at the air-fuel 
ratio 8 to 24 can be conducted during the low and me- 
dium load operation of the engine. The low-temperature 
combustion can also be conducted when the particulate 
filter 22 is poisoned with SOx, In order to restore the 

30 particulate filter 22. 

[0175] According to the present embodiment, during 
the low-temperature combustion at the air-fuel ratio 8 to 
24 in which the exhaust gas at a relatively small air-fuel 
ratio is flowing, the exhaust switch valve 71 is inhibited 

35 from being located at the bypass position in Step 403. 
Accordingly, during the low-temperature combustion at 
the air-fuel ratio 8 to 24 in which the exhaust gas at a 
relatively small air-fuel ratio and containing HO, CO, un- 
burned fuel and the like is flowing, the exhaust gas can 

40 be prevented from bypassing the particulate filter 22 and 
thus being discharged into the atmosphere without 
passing through the particulate filter 22. 
[0176] Hereinafter, an exhaust purifying apparatus of 
an internal combustion engine according to a seventh 

45 embodiment of the invention will be described. The 
structure of the present embodiment is substantially the 
same as that of the first embodiment except that a cat- 
alyst for oxidizing the particulates is not limited to the 
active-oxygen discharging agent. More specifically, in 

so the exhaust purifying apparatus of the internal combus- 
tion engine according to the present embodiment, the 
NOx absorbent is supported on the particulate filter. 
[0177] A method for controlling operation of the ex- 
haust purifying apparatus of the internal combustion en- 

55 gine according to the present embodiment is substan- 
tially the same as that of the sixth embodiment shown 
in Fig. 20. More specifically, in the present embodiment, 
In the case where NOx should be discharged from the 
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NOx absorbent and the low-temperature combustion at 
the air-fuel ratio 8 to 24 is being conducted in which the 
exhaust gas at a relatively small air-fuel ratio is flowing, 
switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 is inhibited in 
the same manner as that of Step 403, so that the ex- 
haust switch vaive 71 is inhibited from being located at 
the bypass position. In the case where NOx need not 
be discharged from the NOx absorbent and combustion 
other than the low-temperature combustion at the air- 
fuel ratio 8 to 24 is being conducted in which the exhaust 
gas at a relatively large air-fuel ratio is flowing, switching 
of the exhaust switch valve 71 is conducted in the same 
manner as that of Step 404, so that the exhaust switch 
valve 71 is caused to pass the bypass position. 
[0178] According to the present embodiment, the ex- 
haust switch valve 71 is inhibited from being located at 
the bypass position during the tow-temperature com- 
bustion at the air-fuel ratio 8 to 24 in which the air-fuel 
ratio of the exhaust gas is made relatively small and the 
NOx absorbent is discharging NOx. Therefore, while the 
exhaust gas for discharging NOx from the NOx absorb- 
ent, which has a relatively small air-fuel ratio and con- 
tains HO, CO, unbumed fuel and the like, is flowing, the 
exhaust gas can be prevented from bypassing the par- 
ticulate filter 22 and thus being discharged into the at- 
mosphere without passing through the particulate filter 
22. 

[0179] Hereinafter, an exhaust purifying apparatus of 
an internal combustion engine according to a eighth em- 
bodiment of the invention will be described. The struc- 
ture of the present embodiment is substantially the 
same as that of the first embodiment except that a cat- 
alyst for oxidizing the particulates is not limited to the 
active-oxygen discharging agent, and that the NOx ab- 
sorbent is not supported on the particulate filter. 
[0180] Fig. 21 is a flowchart illustrating a method for 
controlling operation of the exhaust purifying apparatus 
of the internal combustion engine according to the 
present embodiment. The routine of Fig. 21 is executed 
at predetermined time intervals during operation of the 
internal combustion engine. As shown in Fig. 21 , when 
the routine is started, whether or not it is the timing of 
switching the exhaust switch valve 71 is first determined 
in Step 401. If YES, the routine proceeds to Step 402. 
If NO, the routine is terminated. For example, determi- 
nation of YES is made during decelerating operation of 
the engine after a predetermined time period has 
passed since the exhaust switch valve 71 was switched. 
In Step 402, it is determined whether or not the low-tem- 
perature combustion is being conducted. If YES, the 
routine proceeds to Step 601 . If NO, the routine pro- 
ceeds to Step 404. In Step 601 , it is determined whether 
the exhaust-gas air-fuel ratio, i.e., the air-fuel ratio of the 
exhaust gas flowing into the particulate filter 22, is lean 
or not, based on an output value of an air-fuel ratio sen- 
sor (not shown) for detecting the exhaust-gas air-fuel 
ratio. If NO, the routine proceeds to Step 403. If YES, 
the routine proceeds to Step 404. In Step 403, switching 



of the exhaust switch valve 71 is inhibited. More specif- 
ically, in order to prevent the exhaust switch valve 71 
from being located at the bypass position (chain line in 
Fig. 3), the exhaust switch valve 71 is inhibited from be- 
5 ing switched between the forward flow position (dashed 
line in Fig. 3) and the reverse flow position (solid line in 
Fig. 3). In Step 404, switching of the exhaust switch 
valve 71 is conducted. More specifically, the exhaust 
switch valve 71 is switched from the forward flow posi- 
tion to the reverse flow position, or from the reverse flow 
position to the foPA/ard flow position. At this time, the ex- 
haust switch valve 71 is caused to pass the bypass po- 
sition. 

[0181] In other words, in the present embodiment, 
during the low-temperature combustion in which the ex- 
haust-gas air-fuel ratio is stoichiometric or rich, switch- 
ing of the exhaust switch valve 71 is inhibited in Step 
403, so that the exhaust switch valve 71 is inhibited from 
being located at the bypass position. On the other hand, 
if the exhaust-gas air-fuel ratio is lean, or during com- 
bustion other than the low-temperature operation, 
switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 is conducted 
in Step 404, so that the exhaust switch valve 71 is 
caused to pass the bypass position. Although not shown 
in the figure, if the timing of switching the exhaust switch 
valve 71 has come during the low-temperature combus- 
tion in which the exhaust-gas air-fuel ratio becomes sto- 
ichiometric or rich, the combustion is first switched from 
the low combustion to the normal combustion with 
switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 inhibited, in or- 
der to increase the exhaust-gas air-fuel ratio. Then, 
switching of the exhaust switch valve 71 is conducted 
in the same manner as that of Step 404. Note that the 
low-temperature combustion can be conducted during 
the low and medium load operation of the engine. The 
low-temperature combustion can also be conducted 
when the particulate filter 22 is poisoned with SOx, in 
order to restore the particulate filter 22. 
[0182] According to the present embodiment, during 
the low-temperature combustion in which the exhaust- 
gas air-fuel ratio is stoichiometric or rich, the exhaust 
switch valve 71 is inhibited from being located at the by- 
pass position in Step 403. Accordingly, during the low- 
temperature combustion in which the exhaust gas at a 
relatively small air-fuel ratio and containing HO, CO, un- 
burned fuel and the like is flowing, the exhaust gas can 
be prevented from bypassing the particulate filter 22 and 
thus being discharged into the atmosphere without 
passing through the particulate fitter 22. 
[0183] Hereinafter, an exhaust purifying apparatus of 
an intemal combustion engine according to a ninth em- 
bodiment of the invention will be described. The struc- 
ture of the present embodiment is substantially the 
same as that of the first embodiment except that a cat- 
alyst for oxidizing the particulates is not limited to the 
active-oxygen discharging agent. More specifically, In 
the exhaust purifying apparatus of the intemal combus- 
tion engine according to the present embodiment, the 
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NOx absorbent is supported on the particulate filter. 
[0184] A method for controlling operation of the ex- 
haust purifying apparatus of the internal combustion en- 
gine according to the present embodiment is substan- 
tially the same as that of the eighth embodiment shown 
In Fig. 21 . More specifically, in the present embodiment, 
In the case where NOx should be discharged from the 
NOx absorbent and the low-temperature combustion is 
being conducted in which the exhaust-gas air-fuel ratio 
is stoichiometric or rich, switching of the exhaust switch 
valve 71 is inhibited in the same manner as that of Step 
403, so that the exhaust switch valve 71 is inhibited from 
being located at the bypass position. On the other hand, 
in the case where NOx need not be discharged from the 
NOx absorbent and the exhaust-gas air-fuel ratio is 
lean, or combustion other than the low-temperature 
combustion is being conducted, switching of the ex- 
haust switch valve 71 is conducted in the same manner 
as that of Step 404, so that the exhaust switch valve 71 
is caused to pass the bypass position. 
[0185] According to the present embodiment, the ex- 
haust switch valve 71 is inhibited from being located at 
the bypass position during the low-temperature com- 
bustion in which the exhaust-gas air-fuel ratio is made 
stoichiometric or rich and the NO^ absorbent is dis- 
charging NOx. Therefore, while the exhaust gas for dis- 
charging NOx from the NOx absorbent, which has a rel- 
atively small air-fuel ratio and contains HO, CO, un- 
burned fuel and the like, is flowing, this exhaust gas can 
be prevented from bypassing the particulate filter 22 and 
thus being discharged into the atmosphere without 
passing through the particulate filter 22. 
[0186] Hereinafter, an exhaust purifying apparatus of 
an internal combustion engine according to a tenth em- 
bodiment of the invention will be described. The struc- 
ture of the present embodiment is substantially the 
same as that of the first embodiment except that a cat- 
alyst for oxidizing the particulates is not limited to the 
active-oxygen discharging agent. More specifically, in 
the exhaust purifying apparatus of the Internal combus- 
tion engine according to the present embodiment, the 
NOx absorbent is supported on the particulate filter. 
[01 87] In the present embodiment, the exhaust switch 
valve 71 is normally located at the bypass position when 
the particulate oxidation capability of the particulate filter 
22 Is lower than a predetemnined level. A threshold as 
the predetermined level may be set to such a value that 
shows the particulate oxidation capability of the partic- 
ulate filter 22 has actually been reduced, or may be set 
to such a value that shows the particulate oxidation re- 
action of the particulate filter 22 has not yet been re- 
duced, but may possibly be reduced. On the other hand, 
in the case where NOx should be discharged from the 
NOx absorbent, the exhaust switch valve 71 is inhibited 
from being located at the bypass position, even if the 
particulate oxidation capability of the particulate filter 22 
is lower than the predetermined level. 
[01 88] According to the present embodiment, normal- 



ly, when the particulate oxidation capability of the par- 
ticulate filter 22 is lower than the predetermined level, 
increase in deposition amount of the particulates on the 
particulate filter 22 can be suppressed resulting from the 
5 fact that the exhaust gas possibly containing particu- 
lates passes through the particulate filter 22. Moreover, 
in the case where NOx is to be discharged from the NOx 
absorbent, the exhaust gas containing HO, CO, un- 
burned fuel and the like in order to discharge NOx from 
the NOx absorbent can be prevented from bypassing 
the particulate filter 22 and thus being directly dis- 
charged into the atmosphere, even if the particulate ox- 
idation capability of the particulate filter 22 is lower than 
the predetermined level. 

[0189] While the invention has been described with 
reference to preferred embodiments thereof, it is to be 
understood that the invention is not limited to the pre- 
ferred embodiments or constructions. To the contrary, 
the invention is intended to cover various modifications 
and equivalent arrangements. In addition, while the var- 
ious elements of the preferred embodiments are shown 
in various combinations and configurations, which are 
exemplary, other combinations and configurations, in- 
cluding more, less or only a single element, are also 
within the spirit and scope of the invention. 



Claims 

1. An exhaust purifying apparatus of an internal com- 
bustion engine, characterized by comprising: 

a filter (22) having a NOx absorbent (61) and 
an active-oxygen discharging agent (61), the 
NOx absorbent (61 ) absorbs NOx when the ex- 
haust gas flowing into the NOx absorbent (61 ) 
has a lean air-fuel ratio and discharges the ab- 
sorbed NOx when an oxygen concentration in 
the exhaust gas flowing into the NOx absorbent 
(61 ) is reduced, the active-oxygen discharging 
agent (61) facilitates oxidation of a plurality of 
particulates, the filter (22) temporarily traps the 
particulates contained in an exhaust gas; 
a valve (71 ) having a switching operation that 
alternately switches between a first flow posi- 
tion to feed the exhaust gas to a first side of the 
filter (22) and a second flow position to feed the 
exhaust gas to a second side of the filter (22), 
during switching, the exhaust gas flows through 
a bypass filter position located so as to bypass 
the filter (22); and 

a controller (75) that provides control of an air- 
fuel ratio operation whereby the exhaust gas 
flows into the filter (22) to a stoichiometric air- 
fuel ratio or a rich air-fuel ratio so as to dis- 
charge NOx from the NOx absorbent and pro- 
vides control of the switching operation of the 
valve (71), the controller (75) inhibits slmulta- 
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neous control of the air-fuel ratio operation and 
the switching operation of the valve (71). 

2. The exhaust purifying apparatus according to claim 

1 , characterized in that the valve (71 ) comprises: 5 

a switch valve (71) for switching a flow direc- 
tion of the exhaust gas flowing into the filter (22) be- 
tween a forward direction and a reverse direction. 

3. An exhaust purifying apparatus of an internal com- io 
bustion engine, characterized by comprising: 

a filter (22) that temporarily traps a plurality of 
particulates contained in an exhaust gas and 
removes the particulates by oxidation; is 
a valve (71) having a switching operation that 
alternately switches between a first flow pas- 
sage to feed the exhaust gas to the first side of 
the filter (22) and a second flow passage to feed 
the exhaust gas to the second side of the filter 20 
(22), during switching, the exhaust gas flows 
through a bypass filter position located be- 
tween the first side and the second side of the 
filter (22); and 

a controller (75) that controls the supply of un- 25 
burned fuel to the filter (22) while simultaneous- 
ly preventing the switching operation of the 
valve (71 ) from being performed. 

4. An exhaust purifying apparatus of an internal com- 30 
bustion engine, characterized by comprising: 

a filter (22) having a NOx absorbent and an ac- 
tive-oxygen discharging agent, the NOx ab- 
sorbent absorbs NOx when the exhaust gas 3s 
flowing into the NOx absorbent has a lean air- 
fuel ratio and discharges the absorbed NOx 
when an oxygen concentration in the exhaust 
gas flowing into the NOx absorbent is reduced, 
the active-oxygen discharging agent facilitates 40 
oxidation of a plurality of particulates, the fitter 
(22) temporarily traps the particulates con- 
tained in an exhaust gas 
a valve (71 ) that normally feeds the exhaust gas 
to the filter (22), and feeds the exhaust gas to ^ 
a bypass passage in the filter (22) when partic- 
ulate oxidation of the filter (22) is lower than a 
predetermined level; and 
a controller (75) that provides simultaneous 
control of: so 

an air-fuel ratio operation of the exhaust 
gas flowing into the filter (22) to a stoichio- 
metric air-fuel ratio or a rich air-fuel ratio so 
as to discharge NOx from the NOx absorb- ss 
ent, and 

a bypass inhibition operation that inhibits 
the valve (71 ) from feeding the exhaust gas 



to the bypass passage of the filter (22) 
when the air-fuel ratio operation is dis- 
charging NOx from the NOx absorbent, 
even if the particulate oxidation of the filter 
(22) is lower than the predetermined level. 

5. The exhaust purifying apparatus of claim 6, char- 
acterized in that the valve (71) feeds the exhaust 
gas to the bypass passage when particulate oxida- 
tion is substantially close to a predetermined level. 

6. An exhaust purifying apparatus of an internal com- 
bustion engine, characterized by comprising: 

a filter (22) that temporarily traps a plurality of 
particulates contained in an exhaust gas dis- 
charged from a combustion chamber, the ex- 
haust gas is selectively fed Into the filter (22) 
from at least one of a first side and a second 
side of the filter (22), the filter (22) removes the 
particulates by oxidation; 
a valve (71) having a switching operation that 
alternately switches between a first flow pas- 
sage to feed the exhaust gas from the first side 
of the filter (22) and a second flow passage to 
feed the exhaust gas from the second side of 
the filter (22), the valve (71) having a bypass 
mode in which the exhaust gas bypasses the 
filter (22); and 
a controller (75) that: 

inhibits the valve (71) from being posi- 
tioned in the bypass mode while the ex- 
haust gas has a relatively small air-fuel ra- 
tio flowing into the filter (22), and 
allows the valve (71 ) to be positioned in the 
bypass mode while the exhaust gas has a 
relatively large air-fuel ratio flowing Into the 
filter (22). 

7. The exhaust purifying apparatus according to claim 
6, characterized in that: 

while the exhaust gas has a relatively small air- 
fuel ratio flowing into the filter (22), the control- 
ler (75) inhibits the switching operation of the 
valve (71) to prevent the valve (71) from being 
positioned in the bypass mode; and 
while the exhaust gas has a relatively large air- 
fuel ratio flowing into the filter (22), the control- 
ler (75) allows the switching operation of the 
valve (71 ) to be positioned in the bypass mode. 

8. The exhaust purifying apparatus according to claim 
6, characterized in that: 

while the exhaust gas has a relatively small 
air-fuel ratio flowing into the filter (22), the controller 
(75) first increases the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust 
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gas, while inhibiting the switching operation of the 
exhaust gas flow by the valve (71 ), and then allows 
the switching operation of the exhaust gas flow 
when a desire to switch the exhaust gas flow by the 
valve (71) arises. 

9. The exhaust purifying apparatus according to claim 
6, characterized in that: 

while the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas is a 
stoichiometric air-fuel ratio or a rich air-fuel ratio, the 
controller (75) first increases the air-fuel ratio of the 
exhaust gas, while inhibiting the switching opera- 
tion of the exhaust gas flow by the valve (71), and 
then allows the switching operation of the exhaust 
gas flow when a desire to switch the exhaust gas 
flow by the valve (71 ) arises. 

10. The exhaust purifying apparatus according to claim 
6, characterized in that: 

the relatively small air-fuel ratio of the exhaust 
gas is a stoichiometric air-fuel ratio or a rich air- 
fuel ratio; and 

the relatively large air-fuel ratio of the exhaust 
gas is a lean air-fuel ratio. 

1 1 . The exhaust purifying apparatus according to claim 
6, characterized in that: 

the particulate filter (22) has an NOx absorbent, 
the NOx absorbent absorbs NOx when the ex- 
haust gas has a lean air-fuel ratio, and dis- 
charges NOx when the exhaust gas has a sto- 
ichiometric air-fuel ratio or a rich air-fuel ratio; 
and 

when NOx is to be discharged from the NOx 
absorbent, the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas 
is made relatively small, and white the NOx ab- 
sorbent Is discharging NOx, the switching op- 
eration of the exhaust gas flow is Inhibited to 
prevent the valve (71 ) from being positioned in 
the bypass mode. 

12. The exhaust purifying apparatus according to claim 
6, characterized in that: 

a soot generation amount gradually increases 
to a peak value as an inactive gas amount sup- 
plied to the combustion chamber is increased, 
and a temperature of a fuel and a gas surround- 
ing the fuel during combustion in the combus- 
tion chamber becomes lower than a soot pro- 
ducing temperature as the inactive gas amount 
supplied to the combustion chamber is further 
increased, such that the soot is barely generat- 
ed, and 

If the exhaust gas discharged from the combus- 
tion chamber flows into the filter (22) during 



low-temperature combustion In which the tem- 
perature of the fuel and the gas surrounding the 
fuel in the combustion chamber becomes lower 
than the soot producing temperature and the 
5 soot is barely generated, then the controller 

(75) inhibits the valve (71) from being posi- 
tioned Into the bypass mode. 

13. The exhaust purifying apparatus according to claim 
10 6, characterized In that the low-temperature com- 
bustion is performed in at least one of the following 
conditions: 

when SOx poisoning is to be restored, when 
NOx is discharged, during low load operation of the 
15 engine and during medium load operation of the en- 
gine. 

14. An exhaust purifying apparatus of an Internal com- 
bustion engine, characterized by comprising: 

20 

a filter (22) that temporarily traps a plurality of 
particulates contained in an exhaust gas dis- 
charged from a combustion chamber, the filter 
(22) removes the particulates by oxidation, the 
25 filter (22) has a NOx absorbent that absortDS 

NOx in a lean range and discharges NOx in a 
stoichiometric air-fuel ratio range or a rich air- 
fuel ratio range; 

a valve (71 ) that alternately switches between 
30 a first flow passage to feed the exhaust gas 

from a first side of the filter (22), and a second 
flow passage to feed the exhaust gas from a 
second side of the filter (22), the valve (71 ) has 
a bypass mode in which the exhaust gas by- 
35 passes the filter (22); and 

a controller (75) that: 

normally positions the valve (71 ) in the by- 
pass mode when particulate oxidation of 
the filter (22) Is lower than a predetermined 
level, and 

inhibits the valve (71) from being posi- 
tioned in the bypass mode when NOx Is 
discharged from the NOx absorbent, even 
^5 if the particulate oxidation of the particulate 

filter (22) is lower than the predetermined 
level. 

15. A method for purifying an exhaust gas of an internal 
50 combustion engine, characterized by comprising: 

temporarily trapping a plurality of particulates 
contained in an exhaust gas with a filter (22) 
having a NOx absorbent and an active-oxygen 
55 discharging agent, the NOx absorbent absorbs 

NOx when the exhaust gas flowing into the NOx 
absorbent has a lean air-fuel ratio and dis- 
charges the absorbed NOx when an oxygen 
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the particulates; 

normally feeding the exhaust gas to the filter 
(22) with a valve (71), and feeding the exhaust 
gas to a bypass passage in the filter (22) when 
5 a particulate oxidation of the fitter (22) Is lower 

than a predetermined level; and 
simultaneously controlling (S303, S304): 



16. The method for purifying an exhaust gas according 
to claim 15, characterized in that the alternately 
switching further comprises: 

switching the exhaust gas flow between a for- 
ward direction and a reverse direction. 

1 7. A method for purifying an exhaust gas of an internal 
combustion engine, characterized by comprising: 

temporarily trapping a plurality of particulates 30 
contained in an exhaust gas discharged from a 
combustion chamber with a filter (22) and re- 
moving the particulates by oxidation; 
alternately switching a valve (71) between a 
first flow passage to feed the exhaust gas to the 35 
first side of the filter (22) and a second flow pas- 
sage to feed the exhaust gas to the second side 
of the filter (22), during switching, the exhaust 
gas flows through a bypass filter position in 
which the exhaust gas bypasses the filter (22); ^ 
and 

simultaneously controlling a supply of un- 
bumed fuel to the filter (22) while preventing the 
switching of the valve (71 ). 

45 

18- A method for purifying an exhaust gas of an internal 
combustion engine, characterized by comprising: 



an air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas flowing 
into the filter (22) to a stoichiometric air-fuel 
ratio or a rich air-fuel ratio so as to dis- 
charge NOx from the NOx absori^ent, and 
a bypass inhibition operation that inhibits 
the valve (71 ) from feeding the exhaust gas 
to the bypass passage when the air-fuel ra- 
tio is controlled, even If the particulate oxi- 
dation of the filter (22) is lower than the pre- 
detemfilned level. 

19. The method for purifying an exhaust gas according 
to claim 18, characterized In that the simultane- 
ously controlling (S303, S304) comprises: 

feeding the exhaust gas to the bypass pas- 
sage when particulate oxidation is substantially 
close to the predetermined level. 

20. A method for purifying an exhaust gas of an internal 
combustion engine, characterized by comprising: 

temporarily trapping a plurality of particulates 
contained in an exhaust gas discharged from a 
combustion chamber with a filter (22), and re- 
moving the particulates by oxidation; 
alternately switching a valve (71) between a 
first flow passage to feed the exhaust gas to the 
' first side of the filter (22) and a second flow pas- 
sage to feed the exhaust gas to the second side 
of the filter (22), the valve (71) has a bypass 
mode in which the exhaust gas bypasses the 
filter (22); and 

inhibiting (S403) the valve (71 ) from being po- 
sitioned in the bypass mode while the exhaust 
gas has a relatively small air-fuel ratio flowing 
into the filter (22), and 

allowing (S404) the valve (71 ) to be positioned 
in the bypass mode while the exhaust gas has 
a relatively large air-fuel ratio flowing into the 
filter (22). 

21. The method for purifying an exhaust gas according 
to claim 20, characterized in that the simultane- 
ously controlling further comprises: 

the switching of the valve (71) is inhibited to 
prevent the valve (71 ) from being positioned In 
the bypass mode while the exhaust gas has a 
relatively small air-fuel ratio flowing Into the fil- 
ter (22), and 



temporarily trapping a plurality of particulates 
contained in an exhaust gas with a filter (22) so 
having a NOx absorisent and an active-oxygen 
discharging agent, the NOx absorbent absorbs 
NOx when the exhaust gas flowing into the NOx 
absorbent has a lean air-fuel ratio and dis- 
charges the absorbed NOx when an oxygen 55 
concentration in the exhaust gas flowing into 
the NOx absorbent is reduced, the active-oxy- 
gen discharging agent facilitates oxidation of 



concentration in the exhaust gas flowing into 
the NOx absorbent Is reduced, the active-oxy- 
gen discharging agent facilitates oxidation of 
the particulates; 

alternately switching a valve (71) between a 
first flow position to feed the exhaust gas to a 
first side of the filter (22) and a second flow po- 
sition to feed the exhaust gas to a second side 
of the filter (22), during switching, the exhaust 
gas flows through a bypass filter position locat- io 
ed between the first side and the second side 
of the filter (22); and 

inhibitting (S103, S104, S203, S204) simulta- 
neous control of the air-fuel ratio operation 
whereby the exhaust gas flows into the filter is 
(22) to a stoichiometric air-fuel ratio or a rich 
air-fuel ratio so as to discharge NOx from the 
NOx absorbent, and the switching operation of 
the valve (71). 
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the switching of the vaive (71) is allowed to be 
positioned in the bypass mode while the ex- 
haust gas has a relatively large air-fuel ratio 
flowing into the filter (22). 

22. The method for purifying an exhaust gas according 
to claim 20, characterized in that the air-fuel ratio 
of the exhaust gas is Increased while inhibiting the 
switching of the valve (71) while the exhaust gas 
has a relatively small air-fuel ratio flowing into the 
filter (22), and the switching of the valve (71) is al- 
lowed when a desire to switch the flow of the ex- 
haust gas arises. 

23. The method for purifying an exhaust gas according 
to claim 22, characterized in that the relatively 
small air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas is a stoichio- 
metric air-fuel ratio or a rich air-fuel ratio. 

24. The method for purifying an exhaust gas according 
to claim 21 , characterized in that: 

the relatively small air-fuel ratio of the exhaust 
gas is a stoichiometric air-fuel ratio or a rich air- 
fuel ratio, and 

the relatively large air-fuel ratio of the exhaust 
gas is a lean air-fuel ratio. 

25- The method for purifying an exhaust gas according 
to claim 20, characterized in that: 

the particulate filter (22) has an NOx absorbent 
that absorbs NOx when the exhaust gas has a 
lean air-fuel ratio, and discharges NOx when 
the exhaust gas has a stoichiometric air-fuel ra- 
tio or a rich air-fuel ratio; and 
the switching of the exhaust gas flow by the 
valve (71) Is Inhibited to prevent the valve (71) 
from being positioned in the bypass mode when 
NOx is to be discharged from the NOx absorb- 
ent such that the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust 
gas is made relatively small and the NOx ab- 
sorbent discharges NOx. 

26. The method for purifying an exhaust gas according 
to claim 20, characterized by further comprising: 

supplying an amount of Inactive gas to the com- 
bustion chamber such that a soot generation 
amount is gradually increased to a peak value; 
further increasing the inactive gas amount sup- 
plied to the combustion chamber such that a 
temperature of a fuel and a gas surrounding the 
fuel during combustion in the combustion 
chamber becomes lower than a soot producing 
temperature and the soot is barely generated; 
and 

inhibiting (S403) the valve (71) from being po- 



sitioned into the bypass mode if the exhaust 
gas discharged from the combustion chamber 
flows into the filter (22) during low-temperature 
combustion in which the temperature of the fuel 
5 and the gas surrounding the fuel in the combus- 

tion chamber becomes lower than the soot pro- 
ducing temperature and the soot is barely gen- 
erated. 

10 27, The method for purifying an exhaust gas according 
to claim 26, characterized in that low-temperature 
combustion is performed in at least one of the fol- 
lowing conditions: when SOx poisoning is to be re- 
stored, when NOx is discharged, during low load 

15 operation of the engine and during medium load op- 
eration of the engine. 

28. A method for purifying an exhaust gas of an Internal 
combustion engine, characterized by comprising: 

temporarily trapping a plurality of particulates 
contained in an exhaust gas discharged from a 
combustion chamber with a filter (22); 
removing the particulates by oxidation, the filter 
(22) has a NOx absorbent that absorbs NOx in 
a lean range and discharges NOx in a stoichi- 
ometric air-fuel ratio range or a rich air-fuel ratio 
range; 

agitating the particulates by alternately switch- 
ing between a first flow passage to feed the ex- 
haust gas to a first side of the filter (22) and a 
second flow passage to feed the exhaust gas 
to a second side of the filter (22), the valve (71 ) 
has a bypass mode in which the exhaust gas 
bypasses the filter (22) during the switcning; 
positioning the valve (71 ) in the bypass mode 
when particulate oxidation of the filter (22) is 
lower than a predetermined level; and 
inhibiting (S403) the valve (71) from being po- 
sitioned in the bypass mode when NOx is dis- 
charged from the NOx absorbent, even if the 
particulate oxidation of the particulate filter (22) 
is lower than the predetermined level. 
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